PRI NCESA!

FADE | N:

EXT. HOUSE/ LOS ANGELES NEI GHBORHOOD - NI GHT

A small gray KITTEN clinbs into an open w ndow.

I NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM

FRISKIE, the kitten |eaps fromthe window sill, lands next to
a banboo dog bed, and makes a mew ng SOUND.

PRI NCESA, a small brown dog of m xed breed opens her eyes.
Pri ncesa stands in her bed. She watches Friskie settle
hinself into a soft chair next to the bed.

Princesa springs onto the bed. She |icks RI CARDO S sl eepi ng
face. He wakens.

Rl CARDO
VWhat? Hi, Princesa.

Ri cardo rubs Princesa's ear
A PHONE RINGS i n anot her room
Rl CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Go back in your bed, Princesa. Go
on. It's too early to get up.
Pri ncesa |lies down next to R cardo.

A KNOCK o.s. at the door.

AUNT ELENA
Ri cardo?

RI CARDO
VWhat is it?

ELENA appears in the doorway.

AUNT ELENA
Your manma. She's on the phone.
Sonet hing is wong.



RI CARDO

Is she calling fromthe airport?
ELENA

No, no, she's still in Puerto Rico.

Ri cardo picks up his baseball mt and follows Princsa into
t he hal | way.

Early dawn visible. Elena, R cardo, Princesa, and Friskie sit
on the couch.

Ri cardo grabs the phone.

Rl CARDO
Mama, Hol a.

Princesa |l eaps into Ricardo' s | ap.
He strokes her back. She listens to mana too.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
She says a hurricane is forcast.
No pl anes can take off.

El ena takes the receiver.

ELENA
Don't worry. He'll still have his

party.
Ri cardo takes the recei ver back.

RI CARDO
| want to be with you for ny
birthday. Let nme cone hone.

Ri cardo hangs up the phone.
RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
She had to hang up. The Chef
cal l ed her.
Princesa clinbs into Ricardo's | ap. She WH MPERS

Even Friski e | ooks sad.



EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD/ LOS ANGELES - DAY

Early norning. Md-sumer heat shimers on the deserted
street and sidewal k.

PRI NCESA, a snmall brown and white DOG snudged with dirt,
sits tied to the end of a baseball bench.

Next to Princesa lies Ricardo' s back pack. Sonme ol d basebal
books slide out.

Princesa watches the gane. Ricardo strikes out. They | ose.

JEFF
Happy Birthday.

Ri cardo grinmaces. Jeff shrugs.

RI CARDO
Thanks for letting ne borrow these.

Ri cardo unties Princesa and places Jeff's books in his back
pack with his mt. They sit on the curb and wait.

Pri ncesa sees a Chi huahua.

Princesa races after a WOVAN carrying her Chihuahua in a
carrying case over her shoul der.

Pri ncesa BARKS and BARKS. Ri cardo hol ds her back.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Sorry. She thinks your dog is her
nmama.

The woman shakes her head and gets into her parked car. The
CHI HUAHUA | ooks worri ed.

Rl CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Princesa. No. No. Shhh.

Pri ncesa conti nues BARKI NG

EXT. STREET - DAY

Aunt El ena nmakes a u-turn and screetches to a stop next to
Ri cardo and Princesa. They politely refuse the ride. They
want to wal k.



El ena, car full of groceries, reenters traffic cars have to
stop to avoid di saster.

EXT. RICARDO S STREET - DAY

Princesa pulls the |l eash to greet best friend Friskie. They
enter through kitchen side door.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Princesa and Ricardo start to help put away groceri es.
Princesa drags her bag of cookies to the cupboard. Elena
prai ses Princesa.

ELENA
Good girl, Princesa.

Ri cardo sits, head down.
He takes off his baseball cap.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
Wiat's the matter?

Rl CARDO
" mworried about mama. | want us
to go there.

El ena opens the refrigerator.

ELENA
How can we go there if she can't
fly here? What about the stornf

She puts away sone eggs.
RI CARDO

| called the airport. They're
flying in tonorrow. Sonething el se

IS wong.

ELENA
You think she didn't tell the real
reason.

Rl CARDO

She sounded scar ed.



ELENA
About the hurricane. She was
afraid of that.

RI CARDO
No. Something's wong. | can tell.

Pri ncesa | eaves the kitchen.

I NT. HALLWAY

Princesa drags Ricardo's overni ght bag out of the hal
closet. She drags it down the hall to the kitchen doorway.

Princesa sits on the bag. Elena and Ricardo stare at Princesa
in surprise.

RI CARDO
That's it. W're going.

Ri cardo decides to go anyway to Puerto Rico. He enpties out
hi s bank. He takes down a val uabl e map.

He renoves the map fromits frane. He rolls it up.

I NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM - DAWN

Ricardo wites a note to Elena. He takes his back pack with
Princesa peeking out.

EXT. USED BOOK SHOP - DAY

Ri cardo knows M. PAUL. He sells the map. M. Paul buys the
ticket to Puerto Rico with his mleage.

EXT. Al RPORT LAX

Princesa and Ricardo get through inspection. Princesa hides
in Ricardo's back pack.

| NT. PLANE - DAY
Ri cardo sits next to Tito Ruiz. Tito has a snake in his bag.

Princesa's frightened.



EXT. Al RPORT - PUERTO RI CO

Tito and R cardo say their goodbyes. Ricardo and Princesa eat
sonmething froma street vendor. They junp on back of a truck
to get to Ricardo's Mama' s apartnent.

Ricardo has a little sister. Mama shocked that he's there.
They call Aunt El ena.

EXT. HOTEL KI TCHEN - DAY

Mama cooks here. She gets Ricardo a job in the kitchen.
Princesa hides, but seens anxious to find her Papa.

EXT. STREET/ OLD SAN JUAN - DAY

Ri cardo plays ball with a broom handle and a wad of paper
w th sonme ot her boys.

Mama calls himin to watch his little sister

Tito Ruiz and partner Mguelito cruise by in a fancy car.
Tito talks to Ricardo's friends. Mguelito entertains the
boys with his acrobatic tricks. Princesa | ooks worri ed.

He asks Ricardo if he wants to sell Princesa for a |ot of
noney. Money that Ricardo can use to buy equipnment for his
friends to play real baseball. Enough for his nother to start
up the factory again.

Ri cardo refuses to sell Princesa. His friends don't
understand why. They would | ove to have the real basebal
equi pnent. They coul d hel p other boys and have a | eague.

Manma invites Ricardo and friends to a large party at the
hotel that night.

EXT. HOTEL M RRADA GARDENS

Boys admre gardens. A famly wal ks through dressed in white.
Princesa amazed by the water in the pool, the flowers, etc.

EXT. BEACH LA M RRADA HOTEL - NI GHT
I NT. HOTEL KI TCHEN - NI GHT
EXT. FENCE/ VACANT LOT SI DE
Princesa squeezes through the hole.

A jungl e of weeds bl ocks her path.



She | ooks right and sees a broken cup and dented coffee-pot.
Left, Princesa sniffs at a rusted tin can.

She pushes the can over with her paw. A trickle of water
flows out. She | aps the water.

Her ears prick up at the O S. sound of a car's ENG NE.
Princesa freezes agai nst the fence.

I NT. HOTEL TENT - NI GHT

Princesa |inps past a chain of shuttered stores and stops
before a tall fence.

A sign on the fence flaps in the wind. Princesa barks at it.

At the base of the fence, Princesa sees a hole as big as
hersel f. She peers through the hole.

EXT. FENCE/ SI DEWALK - SAME
A big black car stops at the curb opposite the hole.

A rear door opens and TITO RU Z, AN MAL THI EF, eases out |ike
a deadly Pyt hon.

TI TO
Hah! Snell that fresh air.
Wonder f ul !
Tito's 39, slender, and not unhandsonme -- except for a scar

running fromhis right eyebrow to his chin.

Tito' s ASSI STANT, M GUELI TO, 50, short, overweight, clinbs
out.

M GUELI TO
| smell only snbg and sour garbage.

Wiile the little man watches, Tito executes several quick
knee bends, then cl aps his hands.

TI TO
And, one, two, three, and up!

Tito does a brief handstand, then leaps to his feet.

Tito's eyes snap shut. H's head quivers.



EXT. FENCE/ VACANT LOT SI DE

Ears straining, Princesa whinpers.
EXT. FENCE/ SI DEWALK

Tito gl ances over his shoul der.

TI TO
Did you hear sonethi ng?

M GUELI TO
| hear nothing but the w nd. But,
now that you nmention it, --

TI TO
Sounded |i ke the whi nper of a
hel pl ess puppy to ne.

M GUELI TO
Monentito, | take a | ook. Make a
basket of your fingers. | need a

boost up to see over the fence.

Tito gives hima dismssive wave.

TI TO
Probably ny inmagination. | hear
animals crying in ny mnd all the

time.

The corners of Mguelito's mouth turn dowmn. His eyes go to
slits; he looks at Tito narrowy.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Don't nmake those clown faces at ne!
M guelito wi thdraws a nonogramred handkerchi ef fromhis
pocket. He spits on the letter "M and then polishes the hood
of the car.
EXT. FENCE/ VACANT LOT SI DE
Princesa forces her way in anong crowded roots.
EXT. S| DEWALK/ FENCE
Tito runs in place with tiny steps.

M guelito paces. He | ooks up and down the enpty street.



M GUELI TO
Is it time?

TI TO
Al nost .

Tito | ounges agai nst the car.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Beats our old life in the circus,
eh m am go? You cl owni ng around
for peanuts, and ne training the
bi g cats.

M guel ito nods.

EXT. VACANT LOT - SAME

Princesa craw s further under the weeds.
EXT. SI DEWALK/ FENCE

A Chauffeur parks a linobusine at the curb. Arear tinted
wi ndow gl i des open.

Tito | ooks inside.

TITO
Senora, un nonmento, por favor.

Tito opens the backdoor to his car. ANGEL, a SI AMESE CAT,
stands uncertain on the | eather seat. The di anonds on her
collar spark in the hot sun.

Angel news.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Ahh, ny Angel, here you are. Ready
for your |ovely new honme?
(whi speri ng)
You'll forget all about that
little girl in tine.

Tito presents Angel through the |inp's open w ndow.
Mguelito joins Tito.

A WOVAN S HAND -- a jeweled ring on every finger and thunb --
passes a thick noney-packet to Tito.
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M GUELI TO
Muchas graci as.

The thi eves bow.

The wi ndow cl oses. The lino drives on.

Tito quick counts the noney. He hands the packet to Mguelito.
Wth a flourish, Mguelito pockets the cash.

EXT. FENCE/ VACANT LOT SI DE

Princesa |listens, tense, quiet.

EXT. SI DEWALK/ FENCE

EXT. FENCE/ VACANT LOT SI DE

Startled, Princesa shivers w de-eyed.

EXT. SI DEWALK/ FENCE

Tito's head in his hands.

M GUELI TO
| sense when aninals are near.
Trust ne.
TI TO
Only a fool would trust you.
M GUELI TO
| "' mno fool. Renenber, | saved

your life.

Tito turns his back on Mguelito. Wth his finger, Tito
traces the line of his facial scar.

M GUELI TO
(conti nui ng)
Who was it, danced up behind just
intime, and tapped that lion on
t he shoul der?

Tito rubs his right shoulder and arm He gri maces.
M GUELI TO

(conti nui ng)
Me! M guelito saved you.



TI TO
Never speak of that again.

M GUELI TO
You al ways say that.

There's a | ong pause.

M GUELI TO
(conti nui ng)
Let ne prove ny powers. Boost ne
up so | can see over the top.

Tito | ooks down at M guelito.

TI TO
First things first. W go nowto
the zoo for our next pickup --
CGupta! It's all arranged.

M GUELI TO
| don't care about Gupta. | want
to see over the fence.

TI TO
You don't care that Gupta's the
last Birdwing Butterfly in the
entire world?

M GUELI TO
No.

M guelito | eaps at the fence.

11.

His fingers grab the sharp pickets. Mguelito pulls his body

up.
Tito drags himdown. Mguelito screans.
M GUELI TO
(conti nui ng)

My hands! My hands! Don't pull ne.
You'll injure ny hands!

Tito's evil eyes. Like a naughty boy, he continues to pul

M guelito's flapping feet.

TI TO
Let go of the fence, Cown! Let go!

M GUELI TO
Oow GCh, ny hands!

on
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Mguelito falls to the sidewal k.

Head down, rubbing his hands, he crawls to the car, opens the
car door, and drags hinself up behind the wheel.

Tito hops in the back smling to hinself.
Mguelito and Tito drive off.

EXT. FENCE/ VACANT LOT SI DE

Ti ny pause.

Princesa hears the sound of a dog BARKING i n high-pitched
YI PS.

PRI NCESA
Vana?

Princesa dares a | ook through the hole. She turns fromthe
fence and plunges into the thicket.

EXT. MARSHALL FAM LY'S BACKYARD - DAY

Later that afternoon, Princesa exam nes a patch of WMarigol ds
in the well-kept backyard. She |ies down under a nearby bush
and cl oses her eyes.

EXT. MARSHALL'S BACKYARD - DAY

Princesa wakes.

She sees CHARLI E MARSHALL, 4, and his BROTHER, MAX, 7,
kneel i ng before her.

CHARLI E
Look! A puppy in our yard!

Princesa craw s away fromthe boys.

MAX
Shhh. Don't talk so | oud. You'l
scare it.

CHARLI E

Is it a boy or a girl dog?
Max | ooks at Princesa.

MAX
Agirl, 1 think.
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Charlie takes a step toward Princesa.

MAX

(conti nui ng)
Wait. Look, the collar has a tag.
And see the end of the | eash, how
it's chewed. She's a runaway.

CHARLI E

If this puppy ran away, nmaybe we
can keep her and give her a bath.
And maybe she can sl eep on ny bed.

Pri ncesa nobans and whi npers.

MAX
Probably, we can't keep her.

CHARLI E
Here, Puppy. Cone!

Princesa sits.

CHARLI E
(conti nui ng)
Wiy doesn't she conme when | call?

MAX
Mmmm | think, she's alittle bit
shy.
Panting, Princesa |lies down.
MAX
(conti nui ng)
Go get Mom

CHARLI E
Wwi

Charlie runs toward the back steps.

MAX
And bring sonme water in a dish.

Charlie enters the house through the back screen door.

Max crawl s toward Princesa. She edges away.
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MAX
(conti nui ng)
Don't be afraid. Good dog. Nice

Puppy.

Pri ncesa barks at Max.
EXT. PAVEMENT/ FRONT OF MARSHALL'S HOUSE - DAY

An hour later an old car misfires, swerves fromthe |ine of
TRAFFI C, bypasses the driveway, and skids into a no-parking
zone in front of the Marshall's house.

I NT. CAR

Pri ncesa's ONMNER, RI CARDO BONI LLA, 14, |ooks tense-faced at
the Marshall's house.

He's an appealing athlete in jeans and a T-shirt and a
swi vel | ed basebal |l cap.

Wth shaki ng hands, Ricardo's AUNT, ELENA COSTA, 60, stops
t he engi ne.

ELENA
She said it was third house from
t he corner.

A plunp Elena rests her curler-covered head on the steering
wheel . Her face, childlike and uneasy.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
| hate this driving.

Ri cardo, taking it in, shifts in his seat.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
| hope Princesa's here. | can't
keep | ooking for her like this.

Ri cardo stares back.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
Si, I know, | lost her. But | put
up 50 signs to find her again.
Basta. Enough.

RI CARDO
Aunt El ena, you go in and get her.
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ELENA
" mnot dressed. Look at ny hair.
(beat)
Princesa's your dog.

RI CARDO
But you take care of her when |I'm
away at school .

An al nost i nperceptible reaction by R cardo.

ELENA
You still blam ne?

RI CARDO
Forget it.

Ri cardo opens the car door.

ELENA
It wasn't nmy fault. She chewed
t hrough her |eash. | cane out of
the market. She's gone. | | ook one
way, nada. | | ook the other way --

Ri cardo pushes the door all the way open. He closes his eyes.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
-- then way down the bl ock, | see
she's running behind this man and
hi s Chi huahua. | couldn't |eave ny

bags.

The boy lingers a nonent, then clinbs out and slanms the car
door.

Ri cardo wal ks up the sidewalk to the Marshall's front door
Max opens the door before Ricardo can ring the bell.

EXT. MARSHALL'S FRONT DOOR

Ten mnutes later. Princesa and Ricardo stand on the front
steps. He speaks MOS to Max, Charlie, and their MOTHER,
JENNY, in the open doorway. Ricardo turns and waves.

Pri ncesa's head bounces on Ricardo's shoulder as he runs to
the car.



16.

EXT. ELENA'S CAR

Ri cardo opens the door. Princesa stunbles onto the front
seat, with R cardo foll ow ng.

| NT. CAR
Princesa |licks Elena' s danp cheek.

ELENA
We got you back, Princesa!

Princesa curls up on the front seat between them

Rl CARDO
She's so thin.

CARLEE
You gotta fatten her up.

Ri cardo |l eans close to Princesa's ear.
RI CARDO
Don't ever run away again,
conprende?
Princesa | ooks up with sl eepy eyes.
RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Let's go.
| NT. ELENA' S PARLOR - DAY
SUPER LEGEND: TWD WEEKS LATER

Princesa and Friskie, the kitten, peer into Elena's fish tank
on a |low table.

The FI SH swi m about | ooki ng unhappy at this special attention.

Two | ook-ali ke GOLDFI SH named SUZY, and GOLDI E and PEPI TO
dart to their house at the tank bottom

Through the glass, Princesa sees Friskie's watery inmage on
t he opposite side.

Fri ski e washes his face.
Pri ncesa stands on her hind feet and reaches into the tank

with her paw. She tries to catch a fish. Friskie waves her
paws in the air.
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EXT. ELENA'S GARDEN - DAY

That same norning, sunshine makes the roses glow in deep r
and pi nks.

Princesa and Friskie stand chin-deep in roses. They snell
fragrance drifting around them

Princesa cl oses her eyes tightly.

Princesa's | MAG NARY MAMA, MARI A, a bl ack CH HUAHUA,
materializes slowly on top of a high wall.

MARI A
Princesa, it's |, your make-
believe mama, Maria. | nust speak

for you, because you know too
little of life to speak for
yoursel f.

Princesa cocks one ear.
Unaware of Maria, Friskie plays with a | eaf.
Mari a becomes fully visible.

MARI A
(conti nui ng)
| am up here under these purple
flowers. Mra-mra, peek-a-boo.

Princesa wags her tail and sits before Mari a.

MARI A
(conti nui ng)
Princesa, why does Ricardo not
cone to the Garden anynore?

eds

t he

Princesa | owers her head. Di sappointnment shows in her eyes.

O S. ROAR of electric hedge trimer.
MARI A
(conti nui ng)
Danger is near. Hide, Princesa!
Bits of | eaves and fl ower heads spray the air.

Pri ncesa and Friskie huddle in a dark corner under Palm
fronds.

Princesa peeks out at Maria's imge.
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The i mage fades.

EXT. GARDEN WALL/ NEI GHBOR S YARD - SAME

Dressed in poorly-fitting | andscaper's unifornms, Mguelito
and Tito stand at the wall. They gun their automatic hedge
clippers.

M guelito cups his hands like a basket. Tito steps on
M guelito's hands for a boost up.

A silent screamfrom M guelito.
Tito peeks over the wall into Elena s Garden.
EXT. ALLEY - SAME

Two real LANDSCAPE WORKERS, in their underwear, |ie bound and
gagged behi nd gar bage cans.

They kick their bare feet against the cans.
EXT. ELENA' S GARDEN - DAY

Pri ncesa and Friskie remain hidden. Princesa watches Tito's
head bob up and down on top of the wall.

TITO

(to Mguelito)
Hold still, C own face!

ELENA'S VO CE (O S.)
Pri ncesa, Princesal

Tito's head di sappears. O S. sound of SNAPPI NG twi gs and a
heavy THUD.

Princesa and Friskie race on.
EXT. DOG PARK - DAY
A | ate norning sun burns through ozone to earth.

The peculiar O S. sound of BARKI NG and snat ches of BOOM BOX
MJZAK drifts across the park to continue throughout the scene.

DOGS of many breeds play alone or in packs while OANERS st and
talking MOS in | oose knots.

At a far corner, a DOG TRAI NI NG CLASS practices: TWO
| NSTRUCTORS, THREE WOMEN, TWO MEN, AND THEI R FI VE DOGS
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EXT. FENCE/ GATE

A chain-link fence surrounds the park.

ON FENCE SI GN

whi ch reads

DOGS MAY RUN FREE UNDER OWNERS' SUPERVI SI ON.
Qutside the fence, Princesa sits at Rcardo' s feet.

She whines as Ricardo's hands lift her high in the air. He
bri ngs her down agai n.

RI CARDO
Don't worry. | have you. You're
saf e now.
Ri cardo opens the gate and enters. It CLANGS shut behind them
EXT. | NSI DE FENCE/ DOG PARK
Ri cardo snaps off Princesa's new | eash.

Princesa | eans her head against Ricardo's ankle. The boy
kneels in the dust.

RI CARDO
Go, Princesa, play like the other
dogs.
O S. sound of the gate CLANG NG open behind them
Two huge MASTI FFS pass through with their OANER
Princesa quakes with fear.

Ri cardo takes a sharp breath. He staggers back to let the
Mastiffs by. Ricardo freezes in fright. He can't nove.

The Mastiffs' giant heads cone cl oser.

The Mastiffs snell Princesa. She screans, rolls on her back
and tucks her tail in terror and humli ati on.

At the click of their master's tongue, the pair wheel in
tandemto follow at his heel.

Ri cardo scoops up a bewi | dered Princesa.
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EXT. UNDER BENCH
Monments later. O S. sound of FLIES BUZZI NG

Princesa settles dowmn with a glad thunp. Her nostrils nove
over the dirt. She flexes her toes.

She hears the O S. JINGLE of a dog's collar.

JEFF SWANSON and SPARKIE, Jeff's SCHNAUZER PUP, jog over.
Jeff's a well-groonmed fresh-faced young man in his early 20's.

JEFF
(extendi ng hi s hand)
Hey, Ri cardo!

Ri cardo shakes Jeff's hand.

RI CARDO
Hi, Jeff.

JEFF
VWhat' s Spani sh for "Happy
Bi rt hday?"

RI CARDO
"Fel iz Cunpl eanos. "

JEFF
Sanme back. Wsh I could be at your
party tonight.

RI CARDO
You can't come?

JEFF
My parents are flying in as we
speak.

Ri cardo stares into the di stance.

RI CARDO
That' s okay.

JEFF
Who' s com ng?

RI CARDO

My Aunt and her famly, ny
cousins. No big deal.

Princesa scratches at Ricardo' s shoes. He picks her up.
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JEFF
Your non? WI|l she be there?

Ri cardo' s shoul ders sag. A thick silence.

Rl CARDO
No. | don't know.

JEFF
Ckay if we sit for a mnute?

A shrug from Ri car do.
Princesa wat ches Sparkie sit nearby.

JEFF
(conti nui ng)
Pri ncesa | ooks nuch better this
week.

RI CARDO
She's stronger | think.

JEFF
WIl she let ne pet her?

Ri cardo pl aces Princesa on the ground.

RI CARDO
| doubt it.

Pri ncesa i nches back from Jeff.

Jeff stands; he takes a tennis ball fromhis pocket. He
tosses and catches the ball above his head.

JEFF

"' mnot as good as you. M nd

t hrowi ng one for Sparkie?
Jeff tosses the ball to Ricardo.
Ri cardo's hand catches it in a blur.
Ri cardo, caught in the nonent, rises fromthe bench as if
called to play ball. He throws the tennis ball the distance
from"Hone Plate" to "Center Field."

Princesa follows the ball with her eyes. The ball floats,
floats -- it falls.
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JEFF
(conti nui ng)
CGet the ball, Sparkie! Go!

Spar ki e takes off.

In b.g., Princesa dances in place. She watches Sparkie track
and spring for it. He msses a mdair junp-catch

The ball drops to the ground and a POODLE runs off with it.
Spar ki e races back to Jeff.

Jeff gives his dog water froma
I

pl astic bottle. He offers
sone to Princesa. She takes a ttl

I
the.

JEFF
(conti nui ng)
Sparkie, sit.

Sparkie sits.

Rl CARDO
| wish Princesa would do that.

JEFF
See? Over there?
(pointing to the Dog-
training cl ass)
Sparkie's in that class.

A distant O.S. WH STLE BLAST.
Jeff beckons to Princesa and Ri cardo.

JEFF
(conti nui ng)
G ass tine.

EXT. FAR CORNER OF PARK

TRAI NER, CURTI S SWANN, wat ches the class. ASSI STANT, DAVID
HOLDEN, wites on his clipboard.

MARCELLA and her pink POODLE practice "staying"” on comrand.
H LARY and her KING CHARLES work on "heel ."

CARMEL runs in circles with her COLLIE. BILL and his PUG pl ay
catch with a frisbee. SALVADOR teaches his GERMAN SHEPHERD t o
junp over a stick.
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Princesa stares at David and Curtis. She quivers in Ricardo's
arns.
Hi | ary and Sal vador suppress a | augh.
Car mel snickers.
The cl ass dogs bark at Princesa.
She hides her face in Ricardo's shoul der.

DAVI D
Onh.

Ri cardo takes a deep breath.

RI CARDO
Can | sign up ny dog for your
cl ass?

Princesa |licks R cardo's cheek.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
W live at --

Curtis whispers in David' s ear.

DAVI D
You don't understand. No conprende?

Rl CARDO
Under st and?

Sweat beads Ricardo's forehead.
DAVI D
You have a cross-breed there.
Curtis only trains purebred dogs.
I"msorry. Is that clear, am go?
Reacting, Ricardo stunbles backwards a few steps.

RI CARDO
Sorry for your tine.

Jeff and Sparkie take a few steps toward Ri cardo.

Ri cardo waves Jeff off.
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RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Forget it.

Ri cardo turns his cap's visor to hide his face. He lets
Princesa down and wal ks toward the gate across the park.

She follows junping and scratching at Ricardo' s |egs.
Ri cardo pi cks her up again.

Princesa | ooks back over his shoul der at the class.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT

Ri cardo holds Princesa close. Suddenly, he shifts her to his
ot her arm and ki cks the fence.

A WOMAN stares at Ricardo as she wal ks by with her CH HUAHUA
on a | eash.

Ri cardo bl ushes.

Big reaction from Princesa. Wi ning and barking, she
struggles to foll ow the Chi huahua.

RI CARDO
Hey, stop. That's not your mana.

Ri cardo shakes Princesa a little.
The woman and her dog hurry through the gate.

Ri cardo and Princesa hear the O S. sound of a SPUTTERI NG
engi ne.

Elena's car tears into the parking lot. She skids to a stop
in a spray of gravel.

Ri cardo and Princesa clinb in the back of the car.
| NT. ELENA' S CAR

Ri cardo shoves aside four overflow ng grocery bags for a
place to sit. Princesa settles on his |ap.

ELENA
Things are nelting.

RI CARDO
VWhy all this?



ELENA
For your birthday supper.

Rl CARDO
Jeff can't cone.

ELENA
You never know who night stop by
unexpect ed.

Princesa licks Ricardo's perspiring face.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
"' m maki ng Carnitas and many ot her
di shes.

El ena guns the engi ne.

RI CARDO
Open t he wi ndow por favor.

Wth a sigh, Elena rolls down the w ndow.

ELENA
Did Princesa play this tinme?

El ena |l ooks in the rearview mrror for her answer.
Ri cardo shakes hi s head.

ELENA
(conti nui ng)
| don't understand.

Rl CARDO
| think Princesa nisses her mana.

ELENA
She's young. G ve her tine.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT ENTRANCE

Elena's car exits too far over in the opposite |ane.

narrowmly msses a big black car.

Tito's car crests the hill to enter the parking |ot.

drives, Mguelito next to him

Tito's eyes spark with rage.

25.

She

Tito
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He swings the black car around in the mddle of the I ot and
floors it down the center of the nmountain road after El ena.

EXT. MOUNTAI N ROAD
Tito stops the car suddenly.

The car door facing the street pops open and Mguelito
tunbl es out.

Tito lowers his side w ndow.

M GUELI TO
Did you see that? My heart | eapt
fromnmy throat.

M guelito runs down the road a few yards waving his arns |ike
a parrot flapping its w ngs.

M GUELI TO
(conti nui ng)
Menace! You're a nenace to us |aw
abi ding drivers!
Tito shakes his head.

TI TO
Princesa passed us just now.

M GUELI TO
Pri ncesa? The real Princesa?

TI TO
Si, Princesa was in that old car.

M guelito junps back inside. Tito speeds after Elena's car.
EXT. STREET

El ena drives over the center |ine and back again.

Tito follows two cars behind.

EXT. ELENA' S DRI VEWAY

El ena swerves up the steep driveway | eading to her nodest
adobe-styl e house and gar age.

Her car stops inches fromthe garage door.
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I NT. ELENA' S CAR

Ri cardo and Princesa | ook relieved. The boy hides a smle. He
shakes hi s head.

El ena takes a deep breath and opens the car door.
Princesa scranbl es over the seat and out.
EXT. STREET I N FRONT OF ELENA' S HOUSE

Unabl e to make the | ane change in tinme, Tito and Mguelito
drive on. Their faces mrror building frustration.

I NT. ELENA' S KI TCHEN

The small kitchen brins with Puerto Ri can kni ckknacks. Famly
snapshots cover the refrigerator door.

Princesa drinks fromher water dish. She junps when Ri cardo
drops two grocery bags on the kitchen table.

El ena searches the bags.

ELENA
Were's ny ice-creanf

EXT. ELENA' S DRI VEWAY - DAY
A half hour later, RI CARDO waits hol ding Princesa.

A pickup truck parks behind Elena's car. Sign on the truck
door reads DWER S MANAGEMENT CO.

El ena' s SON, APARTMENT BUI LDI NG MANAGER, ALFONSO COSTA, 30,
waves to Ri cardo.

Pri ncesa barks at Al fonso.

ALFONSO
You wor ki ng on your birthday?

RI CARDO
Si.

ALFONSO
Then chain Princesa up in the back
and get in.
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EXT. TRUCK BED

Pri ncesa whines as Ricardo lifts her over the side. She
wat ches Ri cardo hoi st hinself up.

He hooks her collar to a short chain.

The truck backs down the driveway. It turns into TRAFFI C and
noves on.

The notion of the bouncing truck knocks Princesa down again
and again. Ricardo steadies her.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Al fonso drives in TRAFFIC.

EXT. TRUCK BED

Ri cardo hangs on to the squirm ng Princesa.

PRI NCESA' S POV

She sees Tito and Mguelito following in a Landscapers' truck.
BACK TO SCENE

Princesa barks at the pursuing pair. Ricardo fails to see
them he reassures Princesa MOS.

EXT. BANK DRI VE- THROUGH - NI GHT

G ock on Bank reads 5:15. Alfonso pulls up to the TELLER S
r@ﬂg?ML Ri cardo sits next to him They're the only ones in
EXT. TRUCK BED

Still chained, Princesa barks at shadows behi nd the buil di ng.
EXT. TELLER S W NDOW

Al fonso places the | ocked pouch in the Teller's drawer. She
processes the deposit.

EXT. BANK PARKI NG LOT
Tito and Mguelito tiptoe toward Princesa.
EXT. TRUCK BED

Tito pets Princesa. She shrinks fromhis touch.
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M guelito measures her with a tape neasure.

G owing, baring her teeth, Princesa snaps at Mguelito's
hands. The little man pulls away.

Princesa runs toward the cab wi ndow -- her short chain yanks
her back.

EXT. TELLER S W NDOW

The Tell er pushes a button. Al fonso takes the pouch and
recei pt fromthe drawer.

ALFONSO
G aci as.

Al fonso pulls away fromthe w ndow.
EXT. TRUCK BED

Princesa watches Tito and M guelito scanmper after the noving
truck.

Al fonso's truck stops to |l et another car pass.

Princesa's yelps turn to snarls as Tito reaches to unhook her
fromthe chain.

The truck |urches.
M guelito bangs his hands on the noving truck.

Princesa barks and barks at Tito and Mguelito. The truck
| eaves them standi ng enpty-handed in the |ot.

| NT. FRONT HALL/ELENA' S HOUSE

The hall clock reads 6:00. Ricardo carries Princesa inside.
Pri ncesa sniffs the air.

Rl CARDO
Tia Elena?... Princesa needs a
bat h.
| NT. Kl TCHEN

El ena stirs a pot at the stove.

e.
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I NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM

Ri cardo opens his clown bank. He throws hinself on the bed.
Coins fly out.

EXT. BANK - DAY

Later that norning, Ricardo enters carrying a brown paper
sack.

| NT. BANK
Ri cardo stands before a TELLER

Rl CARDO
| want to close out ny account.

She takes his bankbook.

TELLER
Al of it?
Rl CARDO
Si. | won't need the account

anynor e.
| NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM - NI GHT

That ni ght, through open curtains, a full nmoon lights the
room Still dressed, Ricardo tosses in his bed. He smashes
his pillow into shape.

EXT. TITOO RU Z' WAREHOUSE - N GHT

The rundown war ehouse stands al one on a deserted street. A
few lights gl eamthrough wi ndows on the main floor

Pinpoints of |ight pierce darkness through |arge upper
Wi ndows.

INT. TITOS LOFT/ OFFI CE - N GHT

Hal ogen floor lanps illumnate small islands of |ight across
the vast office space. They spotlight work tables and a tiger-
skin rug.

In the dimlight, fur-covered couches and chairs seeml|ike
wild animal s ready to pounce.

Tito sits at his huge black | acquer desk.
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He holds a small wire cage. Inside the cage, GUPTA, BI RDW NG
BUTTERFLY, shudders slightly. She has w de vel vety bl ack
wings with yell ow feat her-shaped marki ngs on them Her body
is black with a scarlet area under her bul ging eyes.

TITO
Tell me, oh wise Gupta, |ast of
your kind, what secrets do you
possess?

CGupta's feelers twtch.

The phone rings. Tito drops Gupta's cage on the desk and
pi cks up the receiver. He presses a blinking button.

TI TO (ON PHONE)
Bobol i nk! Si. Buenas noches. Que
es? What's new?

Tito hits his intercombutton. Mguelito glides through a
sliding door.

Tito points to the phone. Mguelito drops into the |eather
chair opposite Tito' s desk.

TI TO (ON PHONE)
(conti nui ng)
Princesa left with the boy's
not her on yesterday's flight? Hah!

Mguelito leans forward |istening with deep interest.

TI TO (ON PHONE)
(conti nui ng)
Contact the others on the island.
Si. W'l be aboard the next
flight. Adios. Que? No. No lions,
ever.

Tito stands.
TI TO (ON PHONE)

(conti nui ng)
Tell them no deal. You know | used

to train lions. | uh uh fear the
lion. That's the only animal | uh
f ear.

He hangs up. He thinks a nonment, then hits his intercom
but t on.
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TI TO
to intercon

Hey, O own Nose, Mguelito, re-schedule delivery on the two
G ouded Leopard cubs. W have a slight change of plans. Get
in here prontol!

M GUELI TO
l"min here.

Tito | ooks up, startled.
A sarcastic chuckle fromMguelito. Tito furrows his brow

TITO
Don't get too cute.

Tito notions Mguelito closer.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Bobolink called fromthe airport.
The scene shifts to "center ring"
for us.

M GUELI TO
Pi ece of cake.

Tito renoves a bottle of hand lotion froma bottom desk
drawer. He pours sone out and rubs it well into his tanned
hands.
TI TO

On our own Puerto Rican turf,

Princesa will be mne pronto!
M guelito nods his head and sm | es.
EXT. Al RPORT LAX - DAY
Dawn, next norni ng.

Ri cardo's cab parks at the curb. The boy pays. And with his
backpack in one hand, he enters the termnal.

I NT. Al RPORT LAX

Ri cardo cuts through the junble of TRAVELERS. He stops to
read a conputer flight list.

Confused, he heads for the airline ticket counter.



RI CARDO
How nmuch to Puerto Ri co?
TI CKET AGENT
For today or are you ordering in
advance?
RI CARDO
Today.

She checks her conputer.

TI CKET AGENT
You're | ooking at $660 for next
flight out.

RI CARDO
$6607?

The Agent nods yes.

TI CKET AGENT
Leave 7:00 AAM arrive San Juan at
6:15 at night... an hour stop-over
in Dallas-Fort Worth... same pl ane
t akes you on.

Ri cardo' face, wet with sweat.

TI CKET AGENT
(conti nui ng)
Cash or charge?

TWO MEN and a WOMAN fidget in the |ine behind Ricardo.

RI CARDO
Is that First Cass or tw ways?

TI CKET AGENT
One way, Tourist Cass. You didn't
say you wanted First C ass.

RI CARDO
One way? Al that noney for one
way? Ch... no, no... not First
G ass. | want the cheapest way.

MAN behi nd R cardo fumes.

MAN
Decide, will you.

33.
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Ri cardo. d azed. He rakes his hair with his fingers.

Rl CARDO
Go ahead.

Ri cardo sits down on a bench. He slides out of his backpack,
opens it, and grabs Mama's ticket.

Rl CARDO
(conti nui ng)
No!
Ri cardo tears Mama's ticket in half.
A beat.

Stricken at what he's done, he tries to fit the pieces
t oget her.

He throws the ticket halves into his bag.
Ri cardo returns to the ticket |ine.

Pal e and scared, Ricardo waits for an OLD LADY to put her
ticket in her purse.

TI CKET AGENT
Next ?

Rl CARDO
One to Puerto Rico.

He pulls out his wallet. Wth shaki ng hands, Ricardo counts
the bills.

Tito Ruiz stands in line behind Ricardo. He fixes his eyes on
Ri cardo' s noney.

Ri cardo collects his ticket and what's left of his noney. He
nervously counts his cash.

Ri cardo opens his backpack and drops the new ticket inside.
In b.g., Tito purchases his ticket.

TI TO
Next flight to Puerto Rico, please.

The Ticket Agent smiles at Tito. Her conputer prints the
ticket.
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| NT. PLANE - DAY
One hour | ater.

The plane fills with PASSENGERS. Wth Tito and Mguelito
following, R cardo finds his wi ndow seat over the |left w ng.

Ri cardo shoves his pack under the seat in front.

Tito sits next to R cardo, then stows his bag under the
forward seat.

TI TO
Fasten your seat belt.

The boy fastens his seat belt. And so does Tito.
Mguelito smles fromhis spot across the aisle.
PILOT (V.Q)

Flight Attendants, prepare for

take of f.
EXT. PLANE FLYI NG - DAY
Airplane flies over ocean.
| NT. PLANE
O S. sound of ENG NES HUM during the flight.
In b.g., shades are drawn throughout the darkened cabin.
PASSENGERS wear headsets for an ongoing fil msuch as, "TO
CATCH A THI EF. "

Ri cardo dozes on a pillowin the dark. Tito's overhead |ight
shines on his crossword puzzle.

Ri cardo wakes suddenly. He reaches for his backpack. Tito's
soft-si ded bag BUMPS Ri cardo' s backpack.

Fromthe corner of his eye, Ricardo sees that Tito's bag has
beconme unzi pped ei ght inches.

Tito's BAG noves itself to the left.
Ricardo turns to see if Tito noticed.
A SNAKE' S HEAD suddenly pops through the unzi pped space.

Ri cardo | ooks up, startled. The SNAKE | ocks eyes with himand
emts it's forked tongue.
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TI TO
Lose sonet hi ng?

Ricardo sits up slowy. He points at the SNAKE S swayi ng head.
Tito pats Ricardo's arm
TI TO
(conti nui ng)
My Pet, TOVAS; he's harnl ess.

RI CARDO
You sure?

TI TO

| hate to put himin the baggage

conpartnment. One hears such horror

stories about animals dying in

t hose pl aces.
Ri cardo wat ches Tomas pull his head back inside the bag.
The bag W GGELES.
Tito and Ricardo smile.
| NT. PLANE - NI GHT

Ricardo and Tito sit with tray tables down. They drink
gl asses of ice water.

TWO FLI GHT ATTENDANTS serve drinks froma heavy serving cart.
FLI GHT ATTENDANT
(to Ri cardo)
Cof f ee?
She pauses with a coffee pot and paper cup.
Ri cardo shudders at the sight and snell of coffee.
Tito notices.

TI TO
W'l | pass on coffee.

Ri cardo turns his face to the w ndow.
The attendants shove the cart to the next row and conti nue.

Tito studies Ricardo. Tito renenbers.
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TI TO
(conti nui ng)
What did you say your nane was?

Rl CARDO
Ri cardo Bonill a.

TI TO
That nanme, Bonilla. Bonilla
Cof f ee. No?

Ri cardo nods and swal | ows.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
| recall a Roberto Bonilla, your
father? That car accident outside
Guaynabo. Two? No, three years ago.

Ri cardo focuses on torn cl ouds bel ow his w ndow.
| NT. PLANE

An hour later. Ricardo wakes froma nap. Tito stretches his
arns.

TI TO
So, what brings you to Puerto Rico?
RI CARDO
My dog.
TI TO
Dog. Si. Now what kind of dog is
he?

Ri cardo seens totally rel axed.

Rl CARDO
Princesa... she is a "she."
They | augh.
TI TO
If her name is Princesa... we

coul d expect a "she."
Tito throws his head back and | aughs too | oudly.

M guelito awakens. A beat. He nods off to sl eep again.
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TI TO
(conti nui ng)
VWhat does Princesa |ook |ike? Is
she large |ike a Geat Dane?

Ri cardo appears pleased to tal k about Princesa.

RI CARDO
Not large. Small. Very snall.

TI TO
In my work, | deal with dogs quite
often. I mght say, | have seen
every kind of dog in the world.

RI CARDO
| bet you've never seen a dog |ike
Princesa.

Tito |l ocks away his tray table. He leans quite close to
Ri cardo' s ear.

TI TO
How... is she different?
Rl CARDO
Her nother, Maria, is a Chi huahua.
TI TO
Si, go on.
Rl CARDO

And her father's named Butch.
Tito sml es.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
He is a Dachshund.

Tito rubs his chin.

TI TO
Princesa... you mght say... would
be a Chi hund, no?

Ri cardo, Tito, and Mguelito laugh. Tito makes a "SHUSH' sign
at Mguelito.

RI CARDO
| never thought of her that way.



39.

Tito adjusts his pillow

Ri cardo unbuckl es his seat belt and rises, taking care not to
disturb Tito's bag.

Tito stands to let R cardo out.
Ri cardo nobves down the aisle.
Tito buckles his seat belt.

TI TO
M guel i t o!

Mguelito turns slowy to Tito.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Did you hear what the boy said?

M guelito nods and sm | es.
Tito pats Tomas on the head.
Tomas' head rises above the bag openi ng. The snake oozes from
the bag. It's mouth opens wide. Tito shoves Tomas back inside
t he bag.
TI TQO
Stop that, Tomas. You want a riot
in here?

A ancing toward the rear, Tito speaks to Mguelito between
cl enched teeth.

TI TO
Wen the plane lands, I'Il offer
hima ride hone to his mama and
Princesa! Later, we'll neet at the

shack to cel ebrate.

M guelito nods. He picks up his newspaper and punches on his
light.

HEADLI| NES r ead
RARE BUTTERFLY STOLEN FROM L. A. ZOO

Mguelito swallows. He rolls the paper and stuffs it into his
bag.
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EXT. LU S MUNGZ MARIN Al RPORT - NI GHT - PUERTO RI CO

TOURI STS and NATI VES -- Spani sh and Afro-Rican -- cross paths
on the sidewal k.

SUPER LEGEND: PUERTO RICO LU S MUNQZ MARI N Al RPORT
G ock on the building reads 6: 30.

Ricardo and Tito exit the term nal doors. The boy takes a
deep breath and | ooks around.

TI TO
May | give you a ride anywhere?
RI CARDO
| can take a publico. I"mused to
t hem
TI TO

Let me drive you. Save sonme noney.
Ri cardo considers this.

RI CARDO
Gracias, but 1'Il take the publico.

Tito turns his back and speaks in rapid Spanish MOS into his
cellul ar phone. He ends the call and holds the phone.

TI TO
Change your m nd?

Ri cardo shakes his head, no.
Ri cardo signals the lead PUBLICO in a line of three.
The boy gets in.
Rl CARDO
(to driver)
Hol a. Por favor, | go to Guaynabo.

The DRI VER nods. Ricardo waves at Tito.
The publico drives on.
EXT. OLD SAN JUAN STREET - N GHT
Later same evening. The publico drives Ri cardo down a narrow

bl ue cobbl estone street. It's still light enough to see
PEOPLE strol ling by houses and shops.
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| NT. PUBLI CO

Ri cardo | eans forward. Hi s face shows his struggle to concea
his enotions as he points to different |andmark buil di ngs

al ong the way.

EXT. MAMA' S HOUSE/ GUAYNABO - NI GHT

The ol d house stands in ruin and negl ect. Boards cover nost
of the wi ndows. Vines and untended dying flowers hang from
wi ndow boxes on iron bal conies across the front of the house.
The publico parks at the curb.

| NT. MAMA' S BEDROOM

The drapes are drawn, leaving the roomin half-darkness with
the crackle and dancing light of a large fireplace the only
live spot in the Spanish style room

Dressed in a black silk robe, Mama sits on her king-size four-
poster bed with Princesa in her lap. Her back rests on piles
of brocade and silk pillows of pale colors.

Princesa's ears prick. She scatters several of her dolls as
she races to the w ndow.

I NT. MAMA' S BEDROOM - W NDOW - NI GHT

Pushing the drape aside, Princesa sees Ricardo getting out of
t he publi co.

Wth a happy whinper, she runs fromw ndow to door and back
agai n.

Manma shows no surprise.
| NT. FOYER/ MAMA' S HOUSE
ROSI TA, 12, a HOUSEMAI D, opens the front door for Ricardo.

Rosita seens mature for her age. She blushes under Ricardo's
sl ow smal | nod.

Ri cardo wal ks hesitantly into Mama's foyer.
RI CARDO
Por favor, tell ny nother I am
here.

Rosita smles and runs upstairs.
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Ri cardo slips out of his backpack. He passes through the
foyer to the parlor.

Furniture, covered with white sheets, |oons before him A
| ayer of dust and gl oom shrouds the room

The boy shivers and turns back to the tall carpeted staircase.
RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Princesa will sleep in ny room

Ri cardo charges up the stairs. Half-way up he stops.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Mama?
MAMA'S VOCE (O S.)
Cone up.

He continues up the stairs.
| NT. MAMA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Monents | ater, Ricardo pounds on the open door. In b.g.,
Rosita runs down the hall.

MAMA'S VOCE (O S.)
Cone in.

Ri cardo stornms into the room He drops his backpack on a
chair.

Princesa |leaps into Ricardo's arns and |licks his strained
face again and agai n.

Ri cardo pets Princesa.
| NT. MAMA' S BATHROOM

Ri cardo stops at the open bat hroom door. Mama conbs her | ong
bl ack hair before an ornate mrror over the sink.

MAMA
How was your trip? No. Don't tel
me. It's nmuch too | ate.

She sweeps by Ricardo into her bedroom
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I NT. MAMA' S BEDROOM

Ri cardo lets Princesa down. The dog sits in Mama's hat box
near the bed.

He pulls the torn ticket halves fromhis backpack and hurls
them on the bed in defiance.

Mama flutters her fan. She studies himfor a | ong nonent.

RI CARDO
You stole ny dog!

MANMA
| borrowed her.

Ri cardo | ooks down.

MAMVA
(conti nui ng)
Don't you | ook up when soneone
tal ks to you?

RI CARDO
Depends on who's tal ki ng.

Ri cardo takes off his cap. He pulls out a conb and runs it
t hrough his hair.

MAMVA
WIIl Al fonso need you at the
bui | di ng?

RI CARDO

Not really. What if he does?

Mama picks up the torn ticket halves. She | ooks at Ricardo.
She places the halves in the top drawer of her bedside table.
She reaches for the phone.

MAMA ( ON PHONE)
Rosita, heat sone soup, por favor.
Si.
She hangs up.

MAMVA
How | ong can you stay?

No response from Ri cardo. He bends to rub Princesa's tummy.
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MANMA
(conti nui ng)
Answer nme! Don't shut nme out!

Ri cardo's so nmad he can't speak for a nonent.

RI CARDO
Wiy did you | eave?

MAMVA
The party was over.

Princesa yawns.

Rl CARDO
| want Princesa in ny room
toni ght. She's ny dog.

MANMA
Sure. Sure. Take the hat box.
There's the water dish.

Ri cardo picks up the hat box. He reaches shakily for the
por cel ai n di sh.

MAMVA
(conti nui ng)
Let nme help you carry --

RI CARDO
| can do it mysel f!

He spills the water on the carpet.
Ri cardo exits carrying box and bow .

Princesa trots after himw th a snappy pace, draggi ng her
bunny.

EXT. MAMA' S GARDEN - DAY

Next morning. Sun dapples the | arge sweepi ng veranda where
Ri cardo and Mama eat breakfast in silence.

Beyond the veranda lies a once formal garden. A fountain, dry
w th age, stands near an overgrown hedge and two weed-
i nfested fl owerbeds.

Princesa noses about in the weeds. She pushes through to an
iron nesh fence. Turning, she hears O S. VOCES. She trots
back to R cardo.
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Rosita appears with a pitcher of orange juice. She refills
Ri cardo' s gl ass, then Mana's.

MANMA
G aci as.

Ri cardo | ooks up. Rosita turns to hide a smle.

Mama waves Rosita back inside with her fan. The nmaid | eaves
| ooki ng back over her shoul der twi ce.

Ri cardo sl aps his thighs for Princesa to junp on his |ap. She
backs away for a running start.

Up, and Princesa lands slipping a bit.
Princesa gives Ricardo a lick on the nose.
Mama | ooks at her son.

MAMVA
(conti nui ng)
Shall we tal k about the past?

Ri cardo shakes his head, no.

MAMVA
(conti nui ng)
Have | changed?

RI CARDO
Thi nner, | guess.

MAMVA
"You can never be too thin or too
rich.” Afriend told ne that once.
| don't believe it anynore.
Mama puts on her dark gl asses.
Ri cardo gazes out at the overgrown yard.

RI CARDO
What happened to the garden?

Ri cardo cups his hand over his eyes.

MANMA
| have not been honme nuch.

She stares at the boy and his dog.
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MAMA
(conti nui ng)
You may not realize, but you carry
that dog around like you carried
"Tobor o" when you were a small boy.

Ri cardo's eyes flash in anger.

Rl CARDO
| do not!

He turns to face Mana.
RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
| carry Princesa |like |I carried ny
Teddy Bear, "Toboro?"
MAMVA
How can Princesa | earn sonething
of life if R cardo always carries
her? Si, |ike "Toboro."
He hol ds Princesa closer.

Manma takes an old photo fromunder her napkin. She hands it
to Ricardo.

ON RI CARDO S HAND

whi ch holds a photo of hinself at age six. There little
Ri cardo carries his Teddy bear under the sanme arm

He hands back the picture.
Mama snaps her fan open.

Ri cardo grabs his cap fromthe table.

MAMVA
Were are you goi ng?

RI CARDO
Qut .

MAMVA

What about supper?

He carries Princesa OUT OF THE FRAME.
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EXT. BALLPARK/ GUAYNABO - DAY

Later that sanme norning, Ricardo carries Princesa to the
wooden fence that encloses the field.

Pri ncesa rests her head on Ricardo's shoul der.
Rl CARDO
(to Princesa)
You are not |ike Toboro.

TWD BOYS, Ricardo's age, hit fly balls to each other. Ricardo
wat ches, a longing | ook on his face. MARTIN DELEON runs over.

MARTI N

Hol o, Ri cardo? Renenber ne, Martin?
Rl CARDO

Buenos di as! | renenber.
MARTI N

Bernardo, it is Ricardo Bonilla

the kid from beautiful Guaynabo.
(to Ricardo)

You still live on the mainl and?

Ri cardo nods, yes. BERNARDO MORALES, drops his bat. He
flashes a grin.

BERNARDO
Ri cardo who?
RI CARDO
Boni | | a.
Ber nardo | aughs.
BERNARDO

Want to catch a few for us?

RI CARDO
| got ny dog today.

MARTI N
Put her down. She can watch.

Ri cardo shakes hi s head.

RI CARDO
| forgot her |eash. She m ght
wander off.



BERNARDO
Tell her, "Stay." What's her nanme?

Ri cardo sets Princesa down. She shakes herself.

RI CARDO
Princesa.
BERNARDO
Princesa, stay.
Princesa wags her tail. She goes to Bernardo.
RI CARDO

See. She won't do it.
Ber nardo | ooks at Martin.

BERNARDO
Teach her. Say over and over,
"Princesa, stay." Wen she does,
give her a treat.

Ri cardo picks up Princesa. Martin shakes his head.

MARTI N
It takes nmuch tinme and patience,
Am go.
(thinking a beat)
Ri cardo, what you doing tonight?

RI CARDO
Nada.

MARTI N
My sister, Teresa, she is a cook
at La Mrrada Hotel on the beach.

Rl CARDO
Donde esta... | never heard of La
Mrrada. Is it new?

BERNARDO
Si. Route 693 east of Dorado Beach
and west of Luquillo. Can't mss
it.
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Bernardo wi nks at Martin. Princesa whinpers, uneasy now.
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BERNARDO
(conti nui ng)
They're having a Le Lo Lai
Festival outside under a big tent
toni ght. Conme on over at 8 and
bring Princesa.

RI CARDO
Ahhh.

BERNARDO
Sonme of the old teamw |l be
there. They will like to see you

again. Come round to the kitchen.
Teresa can get you in. Ckay?

Ri cardo whi ps off his cap. After a nonent, he puts it back on.

RI CARDO
Al right. | cone.

Pri ncesa watches with interest as Martin hurls the ball to
Ber nar do.

Ber nardo ski ps backward under the rising ball. He | eaps high
He stretches to catch the ball.

It pops in and out of his outstretched gl ove. The boys | augh.
EXT. STREET/ OLD SAN JUAN - DAY

Lunchti me. HAWKERS cries selling T-shirts and gl ass bangl es,
t he SPUTTER of noving TRAFFIC, and the GROAL of TRUCKS.

A barrage of colorful sights, an ethnic mx, swirl round
Ri cardo and Princesa.

Ri cardo carries Princesa through the press of SHOPPERS
Princesa sniffs as Ricardo stops to buy a corn stick froma
VENDOR. He shares it with Princesa on a | ow wal |

Pri ncesa eats her share of the surullito. She cocks her ear
at the O S. sound of a Juke Box BLARI NG Afro-Ri can MJSIC from
t he open door of a restaurant.

Smling, R cardo holds Princesa' s front paws up and cl aps
themto the MJSI C beat.

Princesa pulls away; she bares her teeth and R cardo stops
t he gane.
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A WOMAN sells an orchid to Ricardo. He | aughs and tucks the
stem under Princesa's collar.

It rains. Ricardo notices a rain-soaked sign on a bill board.
It shows a Puerto Rican man holding a can of Bonilla Coffee.

Ri cardo wi pes his eyes with his hand.
EXT. BONI LLA COFFEE FACTORY - DAY

A long brick building with five tall snoke stacks. Deserted.
W ndows boarded up.

A huge sign reads
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT OPENI NG SOON. JOBS AVAI LABLE CALL

216) 555-1525. Ricardo and Princesa hop off the back of an
old delivery truck. Ricardo waves at the Driver, who smles
and nods. The truck drives on. Ricardo picks up Princesa and
heads for the door to the front office.

I NT. BONI LLA COFFEE FACTORY OFFI CE - DAY

Princesa nakes a | ow growl and sets off to investigate the
of fice. Dust thick, cobwebs on filing cabinets and across
boar ded w ndows.

Ri cardo sits at what was once his father's desk. Three snall
pi ctures stand covered in dust. He rubs each one on his pants.

ON RI CARDO S HANDS

whi ch hold a picture of hinself hitting a baseball, one of
his nother waving fromthe front seat of a convertible, and
one of the three of themsailing. R cardo's 11.

Ri cardo wi pes his hands on his pants. He shakes his head. He
swivels around to read the HEADLI NES of Puerto Rican Tribune
tacked to the wall:

BONI LLA KILLED I N CAR ACCI DENT

| NT. BONI LLA COFFEE WAREHOUSE - DAY

Ri cardo opens the door to the warehouse. He carries Princesa
i nside the vast store room Qunny sacks, filled with coffee
beans, tower like brick walls around himand Princesa.

Pri ncesa sneezes in the dust.



51.

EXT. BONI LLA COFFEE FACTORY PARKI NG LOT - SAME

Tito Ruiz parks his rusted-out delivery truck at a back

| oadi ng dock. He and Mguelito junp out and open the sliding
door to the building.

Tito hurries to the backdoor of the truck. He slides it open.
A half grown Tl GER paces back and forth in the straw.

The big cat draws its ears back and swishes its tail.

TI TO
"Tyger, Tyger, burning bright. In
the forest of the night.” Imortal

lines, Mguelito. WIIiam Bl ake
wote them

M guelito takes the chain and hooks it to the TIGER S coll ar.

M GUELI TO
| never heard of WIIiam Bl ake.

They pull the tiger to the sliding door and release it into
t he bui |l di ng.

TI TO
Go, ny clawed ami go. Take care of
the boy. Spare the little dog.

The tiger roars. He disappears inside the warehouse.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Qui ck back to the truck. We'll nop
up later and collect Princesa.

Tito flip-flops off the | oading dock. Mguelito clinbs down
the steep stairs holding on to the rail. He does one
sonersault with a sheepish grin.

They leap into the truck and exit the parking |ot.

| NT. WAREHOUSE

Ri cardo studies a coffee bean sorter. Princesa |listens. Her
ears fly out as she turns her head to hear sonet hing.

Princesa struggles to get down. Ricardo puts her down. She
runs into a back room
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| NT. BACKROOM

The tiger wal ks calmy between the crates of coffee cans.
Princesa runs along the sane aisle.

Princesa snarls frombehind a box. Startled, the tiger stops
inits tracks. Princesa clinbs the stack of crates. She
crouches and lets out a | ow grow .

Confused and nervous, the tiger turns and runs back to the
outer door. It claws and scratches to get out.

On top of the crates, Princesa barks and barks until the
ti ger pushes the door open and exits.

| NT. WAREHOUSE
Ri cardo runs through the crates.

RI CARDO
Princesa, where are you?

Pri ncesa's BARKS can be heard O S.
| NT. BACKROOM

Princesa wags her tail. Ricardo | ooks way up to see her.
RI CARDO
VWhat are you doing up there? Tine
still for a ferry ride.

Princesa scranbles dowmn to Ricardo.

EXT. ROAD - DAY

The tiger races away as fast as it can down the wet road.
EXT. FERRY VWHARF - DAY

Sane day, still raining. TOURI STS and NATI VES wait for the
next ferry.

Ri cardo appears restless. Wt through, he holds Princesa
under the open-sided roof.

Princesa recognizes Tito standing a few feet away. She grow s
low. Her grow rises, falls, and turns to a snarl. Ricardo
stares in disbelief at Princesa.

Rl CARDO
Pri ncesa, no.
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Tito carries RONALDO, the FIGHTI NG COCK. Ronal do gl ares at
Princesa fromunder Tito's arm Ronaldo's talons gl eam

Tito rivets his eyes on Princesa as he picks LICE from
Ronal do's white feathers.

Ri cardo | ocks eyes with Tito.

TITO
You!

Ri cardo realizes Tito neans danger.

RI CARDO
Is he foll owi ng us?

The doubl edecker FERRY arrives. Ricardo gl ances nervously at
Tito. The crowd surges forward to board. Suddenly, Ricardo
pushes through the crowd out of the line into the rain.

Tito turns to follow TWD elderly ENG.I SH TOURI STS noti ce
Ronal do. In the b.g., they point and whi sper. LADY OVERLAND
and her HUSBAND, LORD OVERLAND wave at Ronal do.

LADY OVERLAND
There you are again, you devlish
rooster. Look Harvey, it's he.

Tito and Ronal do are trapped between the Overl ands.

LORD OVERLAND
El Grande Ronal do! | say,
Wnnie - right again, your good
| uck contender. And M. Ruiz.

TI TO
Por favor, don't get too close to
Ronal do. He doesn't |ike crowds.
Let go of ny arm Lord Overl and.

LADY OVERLAND
Nonsense, M. Ruiz. Roosters |ove
attention. Ronal do, ny pet, we saw
you fight last night. Nothing |ike
it.

LORD OVERLAND
Unbeatable in all Puerto R co!
Nunero uno! El G ande Ronal do!
Good grief what a bird.
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LADY OVERLAND
(chanti ng)
Ronal do! El G ande Ronal do!

The TOURI STS crowd the OVERLANDS onto the FERRY. Tito and
Ronal do ride forward on their shoul ders.

Tito's wet face shows his fury. He waves his fist above his
head in frustrati on. Ronal do squawks as he flaps his w ngs.

Ri cardo and Princesa di sappear into the rain.
EXT. LA M RRADA HOTEL ENTRANCE - N GHT

| LLUM NATED sign on |l ow stone wall reads LA M RRADA. Pal m
trees stand |ike bending sentinels at intervals across the
| ush grounds | eading to the hotel.

Ri cardo carries Princesa through iron gates and down the
curving driveway.

Princesa appears greatly excited. She |ooks in al
directions. Her ears twitch and turn.

EXT. HOTEL M RRADA GARDENS

Ri cardo stands on a hill overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. He
holds Princesa. Her orchid still ornanments her collar. A
faint breeze blows off the water. Waves rise and fall.

BELOW

A huge lighted tent waits. Near the tent, FLAM NG TORCHES
stab the earth. Fromwithin the tent, come O S. sounds of
CLI NKI NG si |l verware and di shes.

In the b.g., GQUESTS in garish horned headdresses and masks
made of coconuts peer at Princesa.

CGuests peek at each other and scream when they di scover who's
behi nd t he mask.

Ri cardo's face shows surprise when he realizes his casua
dress and baseball cap | ook out of place at this costune

party.
Ri cardo carries Princesa to the tent entrance.
EXT. TENT ENTRANCE

STILT MAN guards the door. He wears striped pants, |ace
collared shirt, and a cape.
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Twi ce the height of the tent, a thin wooden | eg on either
side of the tent door, STILT MAN frightens and unnerves the
guest s.

To enter, all must pass between his | egs.

STILT MAN
Wal k between ny legs. It wll
bring good fortune to you.

Ri cardo hesitates. Princesa | ooks up and up to the man's
masked face. Stilt Man bends and points a finger directly at
Princesa.

STILT MAN
(conti nui ng)
Be careful tonight.

Princesa twists in Ricardo's grasp. Ricardo darts a quick
glance up at Stilt Man. He carries Princesa into the tent.

O S., STILT MAN ROARS hi s cackling LAUGH
| NT. TENT

Ri cardo and Princesa enter. Sound of a CALYPSO BAND pl ayi ng
MJSI C at opposite end of the long tent.

CHI LDREN dance with each other in smaller masks and costunes.
OLD COUPLES dancing, doing the Cha Cha Cha to Afro-Anerican
nmusi c.

W DER VI EW

Tent lit by hundreds of flickering candles. Costumed GUESTS
line up for plates at long tables. They point questioningly
at the Puerto Rican dishes.

The line continues past steam ng Puerto Rican cuisine in
heat ed chafing di shes.

WAITERS in white coats serve with plastic gloved hands.

WAl TER
Mor e?

MALE GUEST
No t hank you.

Beyond serving lines, Guests eat at long tables. B.g. action,
waiters serving fromw ne bottles. A roast pig, Princesa-
size, turns on a spit. Princesa shudders.
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She buries her head under Ricardo's arm Princesa's collar,
fastened one notch tighter than usual; she coughs.

Too tight. Ricardo doesn't notice her disconfort. He scans
the costunmed crowd for his teammtes.

I NT. TENT

A half-hour later, R cardo's friends, dressed in their own
"style" casual, sit with Ricardo. He eats at the end of the
| ong table.

Ber nardo, Martin, and BOBO CONSTANZA, 15, sit next to Ricardo.

Bobo lights a cigarette. He stubs it out when others show
their displ easure.

RI CARDO
So Jose was the only one of us to
get signed to a nmgjor |eague club?

Bernardo tips back in his chair. He drinks a col a.

BERNARDO
Only Jose.

Bernardo drains the | ast of his soda.

RI CARDO
I s he happy? Anyone talk to hinf

Bal | pl ayers exchange gl ances.

MARTI N
Happy? |Is anyone really happy?

BERNARDO
| heard they sent Jose back down
to the mnors. He had a coupl e of
bad years.

Ri cardo takes this in.

BERNARDO
(conti nui ng)
You, Ricardo. W think you are the
bi g success.

RI CARDO
Me?

Enbarrassed, Ricardo | ooks away, then shakes his head "no".
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BERNARDO
You made it on the mainland. You
go to a fine school. You live in
a good house. You got a good job.

Ri cardo | eans forward, half out of his chair.

RI CARDO
Basebal |l . It was about Puerto Rico
and baseball... and getting signed
right? That was all we wanted to
do.

MARTI N
No, No. You got it all wong.

Ber nar do wi nks.

BERNARDO
There's other careers here.

The boys suppress their |aughter.

MARTI N
Quiet. Baseball's all we had then.
None of us nade it. W got stuck
here. See?

RI CARDO
What about Legion Ball?

Bobo st ands.

BOBO
None of us are good enough for
that either, conprende?

MARTI N
We dropped out of school.

Bernardo gathers his paper plate and cup. He balls them up
and sticks a plastic knife in the center.

Princesa coughs and pants under Ricardo's folding chair.
Ri cardo | eans down. He sees her collar is too tight and
| oosens it. He turns back to his teammates.

Princesa hears a dog BARKING O. S. She pulls away from her
enpty collar, the wilted orchid, and tangl ed | eash.

PRI NCESA
Papa? Papa?
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She creeps to the tent's border. She crawl s under the tent.
EXT. TENT/ BACK ENTRANCE

Monents | ater. Bobo rises. He wal ks behind a serving booth
out of sight. Bobo talks into his cellular phone.

BOBO ( ON PHONE)
Bobol i nk here. Si. She's on her
own. Si. She heard your barking
and crawl ed under the tent just as
you pl anned.

Bobo |i stens.

BOBO ( ON PHONE)
(conti nui ng)
W'll take care of Ricardo. No
worries... Bernardo and Martin.
Si. Adi os.

EXT. TENT - SAME

Princesa peeks out fromunder the tent. She squeezes through.
The grass feels danp. She listens to the O S. sound of
RUSTLI NG undergrowt h. Princesa snells the east wi nd and
realizes she's totally free. She rolls down the grassy hill

Over and over and over again. Until, she cones to a thunping
stop against the root of a palmtree.

All dark. Princesa sniffs the scent of orchids and
bougai nvi | | ea bl ossons.

O S., sound of dog BARKI NG again. Princesa places her foot on
a wet rock. She feels her body slip and slither faster and
faster down down down, a steep water slide into a shall ow
pool . Princesa's head bobs to the surface as she noves her

| egs. The water feels cool. Gaining confidence, Princesa
swins incircles like the fishes in Ricardo's tank

EXT. HI LL/ OVERLOCKI NG CCEAN

Later. Princesa lies on her side. She |ooks up. Tiny lights
glisten in the night sky. The great Hotel stretches into
darkness. O S. sound of the COQUI S TREE FROG, a rising two-
note SONG (co-kee, co-kee) continues.

Fireworks begin in sync with sound of O S. CLASSI CAL MJUSI C
Princesa | ooks down the other side of the hill. Quests pour
fromthe tent to view the show. They sit on rows of white
fol ding | ounge chairs.
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Peopl e seem li ke many strange shadows to Princesa. Princesa
rolls onto her back. She stands and shakes the water from her
coat.

Princesa watches the FI REWORKS. The sky expl odes in great
light-flowers in wondrous col ors.

EXT. HOTEL/ KI TCHEN ENTRANCE - N GHT

Sound of O S. FI REWORKS BOOM NG to CLASSI CAL MJSI C. Princesa
peers into the open kitchen door. The snell of cooking neat
attracts her.

She creeps in unseen.
| NT. HOTEL Kl TCHEN

Later the sanme night, Kitchen WORKERS busily prepare food.
TERESA, Bernardo's SISTER, cuts celery and carrots. She wears
a white uniformand hair net.

Perched on sone boxes, Martin, Bernardo, and Bobo watch her
wor k.

Martin speaks on cellul ar phone in hushed voi ce.

MARTI N ( ON PHONE)
Si. She's still out there
somewhere. W haven't seen
Pri ncesa. No. You want us to cover
t he hotel ?

Martin hands the phone to Bobo.

MARTI N
Tito wants to speak to you,
Bobol i nk.

Bobo takes the phone.

BOBO ( ON PHONE)
No, he never guessed anyt hi ng.
She'll run right into you in the
parking |l ot. Next week? Ckay.

Pri ncesa awakens behi nd a box of bananas in a corner.
TERESA'S VO CE (O S.)
t

One of the festival guests |os
hi s dog.
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BERNARDO S VO CE (O S.
Si. They search the hotel floor
floor. And the pool as well.

)
by

TERESA'S VO CE (O S.)
They will not find it.

Princesa yawns and stretches still conceal ed.

BERNARDO S VO CE (O S.)
Wiy do you say that?

TERESA'S VO CE (O S.)
Soneone nust have taken it.

BERNARDO S VO CE (QO. S.)
Too bad. A kid | know owned the
dog.

IDS run in and out of scene with flashlights. SECURI TY GUARDS
shine lights into parked cars. Princesa watches from under a
fern leaf. O S., sound of Coquis SONG | ouder now.

EXT. KI TCHEN DOOR

Ri cardo, silhouetted in the lighted doorway. Hi s face shows
desperate concern. Hi s hair, disheveled; he's lost his cap.

Rl CARDO
Pri ncesa! Princesal

The corner of the parking lot G.OA5. An | MAGE gradual |y takes
form Mria, Princesa's imaginary Chi huahua not her,
materializes. A MAID runs past Maria's inage. The Maid cannot
see Mari a.

MARI A
| speak for you, Princesa. I am
your mama, Mari a.

Maria steps forward.
MARI A
(conti nui ng)
Princesa, do you not hear Ricardo
calling you?

Princesa sees her nother's gl ow ng i mge.
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MARI A
(conti nui ng)
VWhat's the matter with you? Wy
don't you go to Ricardo now?

Maria's I mage marches over to the fern where Princesa hides.
Wth her paw Maria shoves the | arge | eaves aside.

Princesa sits up straight. Her eyes grow big.

MARI A
(conti nui ng)
Look at Ri cardo. How can you pl ay
mra-mra -- peek-a-boo like this.

Princesa stands.
MARI A
(conti nui ng)
| hear you. You want your Papa.
That barki ng was not Papa. Listen
to your manma. You are in in
danger. Princesa --
Princesa runs OQUT OF THE FRAME.
EXT. FAR CORNER/ PARKI NG LOT

Tito's delivery truck waits, notor idling, headlights off.
O S. sound of a dog BARKI NG cones from truck.

| NT. TRUCK
Tito barks on m crophone.

TI TO
Bar k. Bark, bark.

EXT. LA M RRADA GROUNDS
Princesa races through lush grounds to the road of both ways.
EXT. ENTRANCE GATE

Princesa pauses to catch her breath before the LA M RRADA
si gn.

She | ooks one way. She | ooks the other. Al in darkness.
Princesa sits. A beat. She tilts her head to the right. She
runs down the side of the the road to her left.
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EXT. ROUTE 693
It's an hour later. Coquis SONG O S., constant through the
night. Totally alone, Princesa |inps along the dark roadside.
She stops to lick her front paws. O S. sound of a car
SPEEDI NG st ops the cel ebrati on.
HEADL| GHTS
strobe the road. Car races bhy.

CUT TG
EXT. BEACH LA M RRADA HOTEL - NI GHT

In b.g., great BONFI RES spark across the beach. Guests dance
in snake chains to OS. CALYPSO MJSI C.

SECURI TY GUARD st ands over Ricardo who kneels in the sand.
f

A
A flashlight illum nes Ricardo's face.

GUARD
Her nanme is Princesa?

Ri cardo shows himPrincesa's collar and | eash

RI CARDO
It's ny fault. | | oosened her
collar. | forgot about her under
nmy chair.

GUARD

Soneone took her away?

RI CARDO
| forgot to give her water.

Ri cardo buries his face in his hands. The Guard checks his
wat ch.

GUARD
The police say they can't spare
their nen to |look for a dog. A
child... this is different.

RI CARDO
Por favor, tell nme where to | ook.

In b.g., Guests continue their dance. Towering over all, the
Stilt Man dances al one.
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| NT. MAMA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Mama tal ks on the phone from her bed.

MAMA ( ON PHONE)
Ricardo. | can't hear you. Say it
again. Princesa is lost? Do you
want me to cone to you?

Mana stares at the phone. Her face expresses great sadness.
EXT. RTE. 693 - FURTHER ALONG ROAD - N GHT

Princesa rests at the side of the road. Headlights approach.
A Delivery Truck stops. Bright headlights frame a MAN S body.
A man's hands take hold of the frightened little dog.
Princesa can't see where she's being carried. She whinpers.
O S. sound of a truck door SQUEAKI NG open.

I NT. DELI VERY TRUCK

Sound of a cage RATTLING O S.. Princesa sees a cage door
openi ng. She's | ocked inside the cage. Truck door SLAMS O S.

EXT. RTE. 693
The delivery truck turns on to the highway.
| NT. BACK OF TRUCK

Lit now by dimlight over rear door. Princesa |ooks around.
O her cages line built-in shelves. Inside sone cages, silent
ANl MALS and BI RDS observe Princesa with sad eyes.

Princesa's eyes blink when she sees Ronal do, the fighting
cock. Ronaldo waits in his cage on a shelf opposite Princesa.

Pri ncesa noves about her cage. She tries to open the door
wi th her paw.

G ving up, she |l ooks through the mesh to her right. The round
eyes of a black and white Maltese PUPPY stare back. The puppy
how s.

Shel ves under Ronal do hold cages filled with SNAKES and
Bl RDS. Tomas occupi es one of these cages.

Anot her contains TWO green PARROTS. CGupta, Birdw ng
Butterfly, flutters helplessly in her small cage.
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Princesa turns conpletely around. Trapped!
CUT TG
| NT. MAMA' S HOUSE - DAY

Ri cardo enters the front door. He's exhausted. An overcast
sky and steady rain darkens the foyer. He studies Princesa's
collar and | eash a beat. He drops themon the hall table.

Ri cardo clinbs the stairs by pulling hinmself, hand over hand,
up the railing.

CUT TO
| NT. UPSTAI RS LANDI NG

Manma opens her bedroomdoor a little. He sees her in the
doorway. He's soaked to the skin.

MANMA
Ri cardo?

RI CARDO
| couldn't find her, Mama. Too
many pl aces to | ook.

Mama reaches out to hold his outstretched hand. Ricardo stops
at her door.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
| begged and begged for soneone to
hel p ne. Nobody cares. Know what
t hey sai d? Bernardo and the others?

Mama waits to hear.
Rl CARDO

(conti nui ng)
They said. "Buy a new dog." And

they said... I would never find
her... not intime ... | lost ny
cap, too.
A beat.
MAMVA

Get sone rest. Wash. Eat.
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I NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM

Ri cardo enters. Dimlight reveal s photos covering the walls:
Ri cardo in baseball uniforns of differing ages and si zes,
action pictures of ganes, all-teamportraits, Banner: LIGA

DEL COQUI S.

Ricardo lies on his bed. TOBORO, his old Teddy Bear, sits on
the second pill ow.

Manma stands in the doorway. Ricardo | ooks at the worn bear.

RI CARDO
You were right about ne and Toboro.

He buries his head in Toboro's chest. Mama pulls down the
wi ndow shade. Ricardo sits up. He opens his dresser drawer to
get pajamas. He grabs his robe and heads for the bat hroom

| NT. BATHROOM
Ri cardo washes in a hot shower.
| NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM

Later, Ricardo wears pajamas; he's in bed. Mama sits in a
chair by the bed.

MAMVA
She will be all right. She wll
find a way to | et us know where
she is.

Ri cardo, nearly asl eep.

Rl CARDO
You believe that?

Ricardo drifts off to sl eep.
MAMA' S BEDROOM W NDOW

Manma stares out lost in thought. Rosita taps on the open door
with a tray of breakfast.

MAMA
Any eggs this norning?

ROSI TA
No. A nongoose got the rooster.

Mama cl ears the bedsi de table.



66.

MAMVA
We shall buy sone eggs today.
Leave the tray.

ROSI TA
Should I make a tray for M.
Ri cardo?

MAMVA

Later, gracias.
ft over the nmountain and forest.

Tito Ruiz enmerges froma crudely built shack set back off the
road.

He stretches, then stunbles down the steps and heads for his
t ruck.

I NT. TRUCK - SAME

Princesa listens alert in her cage. Light through back w ndow
shows the sad condition of the inprisoned creatures.

CGupta lies notionless in her cage. Two Parrots | ook dazed and
hopel ess. Ml tese wakes suddenly. He crawl s as cl ose as
possible to Princesa's cage. He paws the nmesh. He | ooks for
water. There is none.

Ronal do, awake and wat chful. Snake, Tomas, sleeps coiled on
a lower shelf. The back door squeaks open suddenly. Princesa
grows. Tito enters and renoves Tomas and Gupta's cages.

TI TO
| have you, Princesa. You el uded
me for awhile, but |ook at you now.

Pri ncesa barks at Tito. She | eans forward. She sees that her
cage tips back and forth.

EXT. TRUCK

Later, Tito carries two nore cages into the shack

I NT. TRUCK - SAME

Only Ronal do and Princesa remain. O S. sound, back door of

truck SLAMS shut. Princesa listens. She | ooks across at
Ronal do. He | ooks back.
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I NT. PRINCESA' S CAGE

Princesa throws her weight forward, then back, then forward.
Her cage tips over the shelf edge and falls. Floor cones up
fast. Wth a crash, the cage |ands. Unhurt, Princesa pushes
open her cage door and craw s out. Princesa searches for a
way out. Panting, she notices the cracked plastic w ndow

| eading to the front seat. She clinbs to the wi ndow on sone
boxes.

A seamrips in the fabric around the wi ndow and Princesa's
paws tear nore of it. She squeezes through to the front seat.

Driver's sliding door stands open. Princesa |eaps out.

EXT. TRUCK - SAME

Princesa exits truck and runs toward the road. EXT. ROUTE 191
Princesa stops roadside. She turns to | ook back at the truck.
A beat.

| NT. FRONT SEAT

Princesa reenters the truck. Through the door opening, she
gl ances at the silent shack.

I NT. REAR OF TRUCK

Princesa pushes through the torn wi ndow. She clinbs down the
boxes on Ronal do's side until she reaches his shelf.

Ronal do turns his head to see Princesa wal king along his
shel f.

Princesa pushes Ronal do's cage off the shelf. Junping down,
she paws at the bent cage door. It opens. Ronal do escapes.
Princesa clinbs the pile of boxes and pushes through to the
front seat.

EXT. TRUCK

Princesa races toward the highway. She turns to see Ronal do
flapping his wings on the top of the truck.

Ronal do crows to greet the rising sun.
ROUTE 191 - FURTHER ALONG

A newl ywed COUPLE on HORSEBACK trots by Princesa. They notice
her panting roadside.
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JILL and HARRY MASON, 20'S, Miine TOURI STS, stop to help
Princesa.

JILL
Poor little thing. She's exhaust ed.

Harry gets out his canteen and sone beef jerky.

HARRY
She nust have wal ked a | ong way.
Her feet are torn up.

Harry kneel s beside Princesa. She tries to stand, too weak.
Jill disnounts and cones quietly to Princesa. The dog drinks
the water in a small pan Harry offers.

JILL
W can't | eave her out here.

Pri ncesa ni bbl es at the neat.

HARRY
We shoul d report this.
Harry waits while Princesa drinks again. Jill renounts her
horse. Harry hands Princesa up to her. Jill pets Princesa
gently. Princesa licks Jill's arm
JILL
Harry, she's not wearing a collar.
Could we --

Harry nmounts his horse.

HARRY
Don't even think about it. You're
al ways bringi ng home strays.

JI LL
Let's take her to the Visitor
Center.

The two ride east toward El Yunque. A gray-green M ST shrouds
the nysterious El Yunque rain forest before them

CUrT TO
EXT. SI ERRA PALM VI SI TOR CENTER - MORNI NG

Princesa awakens as Harry and Jill reach the center.
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I NT. VI SI TOR CENTER OFFI CE

A detailed MAP of El Yunque covers one wall. At his desk,
uni formed PARK RANGER, LU S M LLAN, stops his paper work when
Jill and Harry enter with Princesa.
Princesa | ooks tired in Jill's arns.
LU S

W will hold her here until an
owner COnes.

HARRY
Has anyone called in?

LU S
None that | know.

Princesa finds herself being carried by Luis into a back room
| NT. BUNK ROOM

Princesa curls up on a pillow near two bunk beds. She cl oses
her eyes.

CUT TO
EXT. SI ERRA PALM VI SI TOR CENTER - AFTERNOON

Tito and Mguelito park the delivery truck in front of the
center.

Mguelito's dressed |ike a woman in a garish Spani sh costune,
bl ack wig, and earrings. Mguelito follows Tito inside.

I NT. VI SI TOR CENTER OFFI CE

Luis waters a plant on his desk. He | ooks surprised to see
Tito and M guelito.

Tito practices his best smle.

TI TO
My dear Senor, we, ny dear wife
and |, are |l ooking for our | ost
dog.

LU S

Can you descri be your dog for nme?

Luis stows the watering can in a desk drawer
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TI TO
She's of mxed lineage. Quite
unusual . A Chi huahua and Dachshund
conbi ned. You m ght say a Chi hund.

Mguelito winks at Luis. He smles. Luis |ooks out the w ndow.

LU S
Is she wearing a collar?

TI TO
No. | was giving her a bath, and
she slipped fromny hands |ike a
greased pig, if you wll... junped

right out the windowinto the wld.
Lui s shakes his head in disbelief.

LU S
Can you supply her nane?

| NT. BUNK ROOM - SAME
Pri ncesa overhears Tito.

TITOS VOCE (O S.)
Pri ncesa i s her nane!

Princesa searches for a place to hide.
| NT. VI SI TOR CENTER OFFI CE
Luis rises fromhis chair.

LU S
Good news, Senor y Senora. A young
coupl e found your dog a few hours
ago.

Tito conceal s his gl ee.

TI TO
(to Mguelito)
A mracle, ny dear.

M GUELI TO
(in fal setto)
May we see her?

LU S
Conme with ne, Senor, Senora. She
is sleeping in the next room
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I NT. BUNK ROOM

Luis, Tito, and Mguelito enter. Tito touches the enpty
pill ow.

TI TO
She's been sl eeping here all right.

They search the room

LU S
Your dog vani shed!

TI TO
If you can assure us that there're
no lions in your forest, we'll
pick up her trail. She can't have
gone far with her little |egs.

LU S
No lions in El Yunque. A Mngoose,
a few poi sonous centi pedes, no
lions.

Tito nods. The three exit to the office.
| NT. OFFI CE

M guelito sways his hips in his dress. He opens a purse and
touches up his lipstick in small mrror.

Tito | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

LU S
Stop back in an hour.

M GUELI TO
(fal setto)
Si. Miuchas gracias, Senor.

Luis smles.
LU S
Senora. Ch one thing, be careful

the road is washed out in a few
pl aces.

Mguelito and Tito nod and exit.
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I NT. BUNK ROOM

Luis stands in the doorway. Princesa | ooks down at himfrom
a top bunk.

LU S
There you are. How did you get up
t here?

Princesa yawns. Luis lifts her down.
LU S
(conti nui ng)
Did you clinb this |adder?
She |icks his hand.
LU S
(conti nui ng)
| see now. They weren't your
owners.

He lets Princesa out the front door.

LU S
(conti nui ng)
Princesa, stay. | get ny car keys

and take you into to town.

Luis reenters the office. Princesa does not stay. She snells
the gravel path near the door.

CUT TG
EXT. VI SI TOR CENTER
Monents later, Luis rattles his keys.

LU S
Now | amready --

He | ooks around.
LU S
(conti nui ng)
Pri ncesa?

CUrT TO
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EXT. EL YUNQUE RAI N FOREST

Princesa di sappears into thick undergrowth where sunlight
fails to penetrate.

Sounds of many bird CALLS echo O S. through the huge forest.
Princesa listens to SONG BI RDS t hat roost on branches. Some
stay where they land, others flap their wings and fly from

tree to tree.

She | ooks up at giant ferns. Princesa feels the spongy danp
earth under her feet. She races over ground cover of a thin
| ayer of fallen | eaves.

She stops to look at tiny COQU TREE FROGS clinging with
their toes to the underside of |eaves. Princesa snells the
Tree Frogs.

She hears their never ending O S. SONG

W DER VI EW

Trees forma green canopy over Princesa' s head. Dazzling
orchids cling to the branches of palm ebony, and sandal wood
trees.

Li anas and other nobsses hang fromthe trees dripping noisture
on rotting | ogs.

BACK TO SCENE

A PO SONOUS CENTIPEDE Iifts itself to sense Princesa's
presence.

EXT. CLIFF

Princesa wanders hi gher and higher to the top of a low cliff.
She lies down in the opening of a small cave on the cliff.

Near by, a waterfall cascades in crashing spray far bel ow her
PRI NCESA' S POV

She sees rain on one side of the spring bel ow and not on the
ot her si de.

BACK TO SCENE

In the b.g., behind a tangle of vines, a MONGOOSE tracks
Princesa.

CUrT TO
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EXT. TITO S SHACK - DAY

Tito and Mguelito nount the back steps. Mguelito still
wears his disqgui se.

O S. sounds OVERLAPPI NG of BARKI NG bird CRIES, and CH RPlI NG

TI TO
You can take off that ridicul ous
cost une now.

I NT. SHACK

Assorted chairs, tables, two cots, refrigerator, TV, and a
hotplate with a few pots conpl ete furnishings.

Afilthy lair fitting for this pair. Chaos of suffering
ANl MALS of many species fill cages.

A Lion-tail ed macaque sits in a bare cage. Rare TAH Tl AN
LORIE, atiny violet-blue parrot with a bright orange beak
and white bib clings to the wire mesh of her cage.

Ronal do, watches Tito fromhis cage. Tito pours water for the
Mal t ese pup. He places the dish in the cage. The dog dri nks
all in a beat.

CGupta lies still at the bottom of her cage. Tito holds her
cage high to see Cupta.

TI TO
Bad news. It | ooks |like our
Birdwi ng, CGupta, didn't nake it
this trip.

M GUELI TO
She was too wi se for her own good.

M guelito renoves his wig. He pulls his dress over his head.
Under neath, he wears his usual pants and shirt.

Tito exits with the cage.
EXT. SHACK

Tito runs down the front steps of the shack. He holds Gupta's
cage above his head.
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TI TO
Ahh, CGupta. A sad day. You're gone
wi thout telling nme your w se
secrets. And now no one will know
t hem

Ti to shakes hi s head.

TITO
(conti nui ng)
Gone. Gone. You have fl own on now
to a spiritual forest, unseen by
us nere nortals.

Tito opens cage. He reaches for the notionless GQupta. Wth a
shocked | ook, Tito watches Gupta soar arrowstraight into the
forest.

Tito hurls the cage to the ground.
CUT TG
| NT. SHACK

Monents later. Tito appears in the open door. Mguelito | ooks
up from his reading.

Tito's eyes, slits against the sun. He clutches the enpty
cage in one hand.

TI TO
Alive! CGupta fooled ne.

Tito staggers to a chair.

TI TO

(conti nui ng)
| feel sorry for these
creatures... | do... they're
trapped... | try to help them out,
to find a better honme for them
Thi nk what they're going through
here. It tears me up inside.

M guelito's nouth drops open.

TI TO
(conti nui ng)
Come on. Cone with ne. W'll find
that Princesa if we have to cover
El Yunque's 26,000 acres inch by
i nch.
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They exit.
CUT TG
EXT. CLIFF/ RAIN FOREST - N GHT

Fi ve o' clock. Princesa stands outside her cave. She sees a
Butterfly swoop down to her.

Princesa stands on her back | egs and waves her paws at the
Butterfly, which flies just out of Princesa's reach.

Gupta di ps and waves her black and yell ow birdlike w ngs at
Princesa. Then she flies higher out of Princesa s sight.

CUT TO
EXT. ROAD I NTO EL YUNQUE - NI GHT

About 5:30. Tito drives the delivery truck down the slippery
wi ndi ng road. Mguelito watches out the passenger side w ndow.

M GUELI TO
There. Up on that cliff. | saw
Pri ncesa.

TITO
Que? Donde?

M GUELI TO
To your left. See? Way up at the
top of the falls. That's her.
She' s wat chi ng us.

Tito stops the truck. It idles.
TITO S POV
He sees Princesa above the road next to the falls.

TI TO
How can we drive up there?

M guelito

There's a dirt road up ahead a little, but it mght be washed
out. It clinbs up behind the falls.

Tito puts the truck in | ow gear and | urches back on the
narr ow road.
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M GUELI TO
Careful. Don't go so fast.

TI TO
She's seen us. She could run far
away by the tine we get up there.

CQupta flies past Mguelito's face.

M GUELI TO
Gupt al

TI TO
Que? What did you say?

M GUELI TO
That CGupta. She flew by ny face.
| can see her circling above the
truck.

Tito | ooks up and nearly goes off the road.

TI TO
We'l|l get her back too. We'll get
t hem bot h!

M GUELI TO

Princesa's noving along the cliff.
Tito's eyes stay on the tw sting road.

TI TO
Wi ch way' s she novi ng? This way
or toward the falls?

CGupta flies by Mguelito's ear.

GUPTA
ROARrrrrr!

Mguelito junps in his seat. He stares at the swooping
butterfly.

TI TO
| heard a lion roar! The ranger
said there were no lions in this
forest!

Tito swerves the truck crazily back and forth on the road.
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M GUELI TO
(shouti ng)
There's no lion. It was CGupta that

r oar ed.
Gupta swoops down next to Tito's ear, out of his side vision.

GUPTA
ROARrrrrrrr!

Tito's eyes widen in terror. Hi s hand goes to his facial
scar, to his shoulder and arm

TI TO
| heard a lion roar right in ny
ear! It nust be on top of the
truck... dropped down from sone
tree! Ch ny! Ch no!

M guelito |l eans toward Tito.

M GUELI TO
Trust nme. It's nolion! It's that
GQupta. She can roar! You asked her
for her secrets. This was her
secret!

TI TO
Butterflies can't roar!

M GUELI TO
You barked to fool Princesa at the
hotel. Gupta roared in ny ear too!

TI TO
"1l never trust you. You are a
clown, a fool --

The truck skids and lurches off the road down a gully to
crash and burn.

CQupta circles the weck then rises to Princesa who wat ches
from above on her cliff.

EXT. TITO S SHACK/ DRI VEWAY ENTRANCE - SAME
Luis, Park Ranger, turns his jeep into the driveway. He stops.

The driveway shows fresh tire marks | eading to the shack
Luis gets out of his jeep.
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LU S
Who has been in here?
| NT. SHACK
Luis bursts through the front door. Those animals still able,

stir with hope in their cages. Luis' face registers surprise
at what he sees. He gathers two cages and exits to jeep.

EXT. JEEP
Luis calls MOS on his portable phone.
| NT. MAMA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mama rests in her chair by the window O S. THUDDI NG sound on
w ndow catches her attention. Through the w ndow, Manma sees
Gupta. She watches the Butterfly fly against the wi ndow again
and agai n.

Mama unl atches the window. CGupta flies into the room Manma
hol ds out her fan. CGupta lands on the tip. Mama slowy ri ses.
CQupta clings to the fan. Manma exits with CGupta.

I NT. MAMA' S KI TCHEN

Monents later. Ricardo sits at the table. He studies a map of
Puerto Ri co.

He | ooks up. Mama presents Gupta on the fan.

Rl CARDO
VWhat does this nean?

o MAMVA
This is our messenger from
Princesa!

RI CARDO
How did it get in?

Manma gently lifts the closed fan up and down.
MAMVA
Through ny bedroom wi ndow. See how
t ane.

CGupta flies fromthe fan to the ceiling, then to the back
door, and back to the fan.
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MAMA
(conti nui ng)
Hurry. W nmust go with it!

RI CARDO
Go with a butterfly?

MANMA
Look.

Gupta flies out of the kitchen into the front hall.
| NT. FRONT HALL/ MAMA' S HOUSE
Ri cardo and Mama follow. Gupta |ands on Princesa's collar.

MANVA
It's truel

Ri cardo grabs Princesa's collar and | eash. He and Mama | eave
by the front door.

EXT. ROUTE 191 - EVEN NG

One hour later. Mama's small sport's car speeds along the
hi ghway. Qupta flies next to Ricardo' s open wi ndow. Mama
points to the Butterfly.

| NT. MAMA' S CAR

MAMVA
She |l eads to El Yunque.

Rl CARDO
Look at her!

CQupta rests on the rearview mirror. Her beautiful w ngs half
spread.

She flies again before Ricardo’'s w ndow.
EXT. VISITOR S CENTER/ OFFI CE - LATE
Ri cardo takes Mama's arm Qupta hovers near the car.

MANMA
Fol | ow. Go! (ol

CGupta flies toward the trees. Ricardo runs after her.
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EXT. RAI N FOREST

Ri cardo clinbs through tangles of vines and noss. Gupta | eads.
The light fades. Gupta flies ahead. Ricardo snells burning
rubber. He sees tire marks deep in mud al ong the fl ooded road
near his path.

Tito's delivery truck lies smashed and burning at the bottom
of the gully.

Rl CARDO
| will come back.

CGupta suddenly flies before Ricardo's face. She | eads him
away fromthe gully.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Princesa! Princesal
CQupta flies on before him
EXT. PRI NCESA' S WATERFALL

Later. Ricardo cones to a clearing. He stands at the base of
the powerful waterfall. The spray hits his face.

CGupta rises above Ricardo, higher and higher to Princesa's
cliff.

EXT. CLIFF

Princesa sl eeps before her cave. A MONGOOSE tenses to spring
on Princesa. CGupta brushes Princesa's face with her w ng.

Pri ncesa awakens. She snarls at the nongoose. The Mongoose
scuttl es away.

EXT. STREAM - SAME

Ri cardo hears the O S. BARK

W DER VI EW

Ri cardo | ooks up to the cave | edge. He sees Princesa. He
falls to his knees.

BACK TO SCENE

Ri cardo wi pes his eyes. He's soaked fromthe waterfall.
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RI CARDO
Princesa, stay!

EXT. CLIFF

Princesa noves to the edge to see. She sees Ricardo bel ow
She wags her tail. Princesa tries to clinb down to Ricardo.

She can't find footing on the steep rocks.
EXT. STREAM
Ri cardo waves her back.

RI CARDO
Princesa, stay! For once, please,
stay there. Por favor.

EXT. CLIFF

Princesa | ooks at Gupta and then down at Ricardo. She lies
down. She obeys.

EXT. STREAM

Ri cardo clinbs the rocks. He | aughs; he cries. He slips and
clinbs.

ON RI CARDO S HANDS

cut and brui sed, appear over the edge of the rock. Princesa
continues to stay. Ricardo pulls hinself the rest of the way
up. He crawls over to Princesa. Princesa continues to stay.

RI CARDO
Good girl. You did it! You |earned
to stay.

He holds out his arnms for Princesa.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Princesa, okay. Come now.

Princesa flies into Ricardo's arns. She licks his wet face.
He pets her and hugs her. She yelps with joy.

RI CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Ri cardo
(conti nui ng)
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You want to wal k. | see.

He wal ks along the | edge. Princesa follows at his heel. CGupta
| eads the way out of the forest.

EXT. VI SI TOR CENTER

Later. Ricardo, Princesa, Mama, and Luis talk on the steps.
CGupta circles and swoops above their heads; she flies into
the rain forest. Ricardo and Mama wave good-bye. Princesa
whi nes. Luis |ooks after Gupta with a puzzl ed expression.

RI CARDO
(to Luis)
M. Ruiz, | can see. After awhile
| thought he was follow ng us. But
| can't believe ny friends worked
with Ruiz to trap Princesa.

LU S
They' ve all confessed. Tito Ruiz
and Mguelito are inside under
guard. WIIl you press charges on
the young boys in Tito' s gang?

Rl CARDO
No. | feel bad for them Let them

go.

Ri cardo hugs Manma. She kneels to pet Princesa. Tito and
M guelito, heads down, cut, bruised, and handcuffed appear
wi th TWDO PARK RANGERS. Mama rises. She and Ricardo step back

Princesa stands still and grows at the villains.
TI TO
Princesa, you lion, King of the
beast s.
(to Luis)

"1l need ny hand | otion. You'l
see that | get plenty of hand
lotion. So dry in prison.

LU S
Don't worry. You'll have many
years to keep your hands soft.

M GUELI TO
(to Tito)
You never trust me. | told you it
was not a lion. Only a butterfly.
You were a fool! Now we are the
caged ones.
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Luis opens the door to the jeep. The guards junp in.

TI TO
A fool ? Perhaps. | nmeant no real
harmto any of

them Never trust lions, Mguelito. Lions will get you in the
end.

Tito and Mguelito clinb into the jeep. The guards foll ow
Luis slams the door behind them

EXT. MAMA' S GARDEN - DAWN
Ronal do chases five HENS into the hen house.
SUPER LEGEND: TWDO WEEKS LATER

The Maltese pup, and other of Ruiz' and Mguelito's prisoners
enj oy Mama's yard.

Tomas suns hinmself on the veranda. The two parrots sit on a
branch above.

The garden glows in restored beauty. Ri cardo weeds one of the
flower beds with Princesa's help.

EXT. MAMA' S FRONT DOOR - DAWN
Ri cardo and Princesa stand with Mama and Rosita. R cardo

hol ds hi s backpack. Princesa's bunny peeks out the top of the
pack.

RI CARDO
G aci as.

MAMVA
No nore surprises. I'll let you
know when I'mcomng to visit next
time.

RI CARDO

| want you to buy a house in L.A
for me and you and Princesa. And
bring Rosita too.

Rosita smles. Mama fans herself. She's deeply noved.

MAVA
Then, | nust sell this house first
and find hones for all Tito's
captives. I'll conme to you soon.
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Ri cardo hugs Manma. Mama kneels to say good-bye to Princesa.
She shakes Princesa's paw. The dog | ooks hard into Mama's
eyes. Princesa sheds two big tears.

MAMA
(conti nui ng)
Don't worry. | understand you now.
Renmenber ny promi se to you. | keep

My prom ses now.
Princesa |licks Mama's hand. Ricardo wal ks to the waiting TAXI
with Princesa at his heel. Princesa | ooks back at Mama one
| ast tine.
EXT. L.A STREET - DAY
SUPER THE LEGEND: LOS ANGELES
A weak sun burns off norning snog. Elena drives through rush
hour TRAFFI C. She speeds on the wong side of the street and
t wo- wheel s a corner.

She changes | anes without signaling. She spins around in the
opposite direction faci ng oncom ng TRAFFI C

El ena zoons around approaching cars. STREET SI GN reads

DEAD END

EXT. ELENA'S STREET

El ena' s car skids sideways.

EXT. ELENA' S DRI VEWAY

Friskie scanpers by the screen-door.

I NT. KI TCHEN

Princesa pounces on the screen-door. A small rip in the
screen w dens. She watches through the screen, a worried | ook

on her face.

She sees Friskie standing in the driveway. Her face shows
great alarm

Princesa barks and barks. Friskie licks his front paw.
EXT. DRI VEWAY - SAME

Friskie sits with his eyes closed. He does not hear or see
Princesa.
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I NT. KITCHEN - SAME

Princesa sees Elena turn her car into the driveway. She
pounces agai nst the screen-door. The small rip w dens.
Princesa tears through the screen. Scratching her sides,
Princesa squeezes her body through the hole in the screening.

EXT. DRI VEVAY

Princesa flies to Friskie. Elena's car cones cl oser and
cl oser.

ON TI RE

al nost over the startled kitten! Princesa grabs Friskie in
her mouth and springs away fromthe tire.

The tire runs over one of Princesa's toes. Princesa drops the
frightened kitten. She cries tears of joy. Friskie is safe!
Princesa licks the injured toe. R cardo tosses aside his
garden tools; he runs to Princesa. O S. sound of engine
SHUTTI NG OFF. El ena struggles out of her car. She stares at

Ri car do.

| NT. KI TCHEN
Alittle later. R cardo bandages Princesa's foot.

Rl CARDO
You saved Friskie's life.

Princesa beans with pride. She lies still watching the
bandage bei ng wound around her back foot.

Ri cardo wi pes Princesa's scratches with a cotton ball and
some al cohol .

El ena wings her hands. Tears fill her eyes.

ELENA
So sorry. Please forgive ne.

She pets Fri skie.
RI CARDO
They're okay. 1'Il help you with
supper. It's okay.
I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

Ri cardo and El ena eat Carnitas and steam ng bow s of Pozole
at the kitchen table.
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Princesa and Friskie eat in special dishes on the

I NT. KITCHEN - LATE

Princesa and Fri skie grow drowsy.

I NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM

Princesa dozes in her bed. Friskie sleeps in the chair nearby.
| NT. PARLOR

Ri cardo brings in his guitar. He sits on the sofa and sings
a PUERTO RI CAN FOLK SONG

Elena listens with tears in her eyes.

I NT. RI CARDO S BEDROOM

SOUND of Ricardo singing O S. Princesa dreans her dream
EXT. PRI NCESA' S DREAM GARDEN - DAY

Sun brightens a garden bursting with yell ow Mari gol ds.

Princesa runs on through soft grasses. She turns to see her
best FRIEND, FRISKIE, a smling gray and white KI TTEN,
j oggi ng at her side.

Ahead, Princesa's CH HUAHUA MAMA, MARI A, and her DACHSHUND,
PAPA, BUTCH, |ead the way. Princesa |eaps for joy!

EXT. DOG PARK - DAY

It is the next day. Princesa, Friskie, and Ricardo enter the
park. Princesa follows Ricardo at his heel.

Ri cardo wears a Tiger's baseball uniform Friskie | eaps ahead
to scranble up a tree. He creeps out on an overhangi ng branch.

W DER VI EW

Omers and dogs play as usual over the park area. Dog
training class goes on in far corner of park: Curtis Swann,
Davi d Hol den, Marcella, pink poodle, Hilary, King Charles,
Carnel, collie, Bill, pug, Salvador, and his German Shepherd.
Jeff | eaves the class and runs over with Sparkie.

Sparkie lies down, his eyes on Princesa. Princesa stands her
gr ound.
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Two Mastiffs and their owner wal k by. Princesa grows and
bares her teeth.

RI CARDO
Stay, Princesa. Let them go.

Princesa stays. She lies down like a |ion studying her
"prey." Her tail noves slowy back and forth.

The Mastiffs' owner and his dogs turn and run in the opposite
direction.

Ri cardo sm|es and pats Princesa. He gives her a treat and
pours her a cup of water from a thernos.

Princesa drinks the water. As she drinks fromthe cup,
Spar ki e edges over to Princesa. He drops his tennis bal
near by.

Princesa picks up the tennis ball in her nmouth. She trots
over to Ricardo and drops the ball at his feet.

Rl CARDO
(conti nui ng)
Anot her contest?

Ri cardo throws the ball higher and farther than ever before.
Princesa and Friskie race each other. Sparkie runs hard, but
falls behind.

Princesa runs faster and faster, her eye on the ball.
ON BALL

arci ng agai nst blue sky. Princesa |leaps high in the air. She
catches the ball in her nouth!

Sound of O S. CHEERS and APPLAUSE t hroughout the park.
W DER VI EW

David, Curtis, and dog training class nmenbers appl aud
Princesa's spectacul ar catch.

The dogs bark. Jeff gives R cardo a DOUBLE high five. Sparkie
yi ps. Friskie watches fromthe tree branch overhead. El ena

j ogs over to Ricardo. Breathing hard, she stops, gasping for
br eat h.

ELENA
Ri cardo, | ook a surprisel



89.

Ri cardo turns to see Mama wal king with Princesa's mama, Maria
and papa, Butch.

Ri cardo enbraces her. He | ooks at her quizzically.

MAMVA
| ' ve managed to persuade
Princesa's parents to becone part
of our famly.

Princesa runs in circles round Maria and Butch. The dogs
nearly knock Mama down. El ena beckons Al fonso, Rose, Enrique,
and Julio to join them The little boys laugh and try to pet
all the dogs at once.

Ri cardo runs on ahead and throws another long ball. Al the
dogs and Friskie run after it. But Princesa catches the bal
agai n.

CGupta flies into the park with a | arger MALE PARTNER, JUN and
TWO BABY BUTTERFLIES in tow. She swoops toward Princesa.

Princesa rises on her back |egs and waves at QGupta.

GUPTA
Roarrrr!

Leapi ng and barking happily, Princesa |leads her famly toward
t he gate.

MARI A (V. Q)
| speak for Princesa. | am her
i mgi nary Mama, Maria --

PRI NCESA (V. Q)
No, no nore nake-believe. | can
speak for nyself. Now, at last, |
have ny famly, ny real mama and
papa. My dream w sh came true. And
| amnot afraid of anything. For

| am PRI NCESA!
FADE QUT.
The end
| thought... | would never see you. You will never run away
agai n?

Princesa | ooks thoughtful. A beat. She |icks his hand.
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RI CARDO
| know you will never, never run
awnay.

Ri cardo gets to his feet. He bends to pick Princesa up. She
steps out of reach.

Sur prised, R cardo understands.



